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PRIVATE PROPERTY AND WAR DAMAGE 


HE imposition of a £10 limit for work to be executed 
without a licence brings building under so severe 

a control that close examination of the resulting position 

is fully: justified. It is obvious that the completeness 
of the stoppage of ordinary building work is dependent 
upon the operation of the Licensing Control and, therefore, 
the imposition of the control itself deserves-consideration. 

The reason officially given for the control is the need 
to release more men for the repair of bomb damage in 
Southern England, but as no large-scale movement appears 
imminent, it may be surmised that other reasons 
have been responsible for the action taken. Before the 
war upwards of 300,000 men were employed solely on 
maintenance and small works throughout the country. 
The large volume of arrears of maintenance that has 
accrued in the last five years, and the undoubted urgency of 
many small works, might well absorb 500,000 or even 
750,000 men during the next two years on this class of 
work alone. Moreover, as each individual work is relatively 
small and probably affects vitally the comfort or livelihood 
of every inhabitant in our land, each owner would pay 
almost any price to get his work done, thus creating a 
most undesirable price spiral. If management of this 
labour force and price control are the real motives, we must 
probably consider the action sound. 

We have, therefore, to consider two aspects of one 
edict : (a) control of the industry; (6) expeditious and 
economical use of labour for the repair of bomb damage. 

Bomb damage repair may be classified under two head- 
ings, the first, temporary repair up to the “made com- 
fortable” stage—a barely tolerable standard of living—and 
then “final reinstatement.” 

In a time of extreme labour shortage coupled with 
real urgency, a co-ordinated labour force going from house 
to house under unified direction must be not merely 
more expeditious than the individual private contract, 
but so much more effective in every way that it becomes 
the only possible method of rehousing the population in 
the present widespread and depressing condition of damaged 
dwellings. To those who are in close contact with repairs 
of the magnitude of the work in many parts of London, 
it is impossible to contemplate the disbandment of the 
forces working under the control of local authorities and 
the Ministry of Works, and the re-orientation of these 
forces under hundreds, if not thousands, of separate 
contracts controlled by separate architects and surveyors. 
If the broad principles which have governed the method 
of working and the decisions taken are accepted, there 
remain many aspects of public policy and the exercise of 
private rights that are not so easily disposed of. It is 
necessary to bear in mind that war damage contributions 
are paid from a fund of which 50 per cent. has been pro- 
vided by property owners, often at great cost to income 
and frequently resulting in real hardship. 

Permanent repairs and maintenance are often inex- 
tricably mixed up, and real if minor improvements (notably 
the provision of bathrooms) should be executed in this 
economical way while the work is in hand; moreover it, 
is contrary to all principles of this country that individuals 


should be forced to accept whatever bureaucracy gives 
them without any right to say whether they are satisfied 
or not. 

The employment of many contractors and a labour 
force drawn from all parts of England, Scotland, Wales 
and Ireland necessarily brings with it a very unequal 
standard of craftsmanship, and equity and common sense 
alike demand technical control and supervision upon the 
part of building owners so that there is some assurance 
that the work when handed over is complete and embraces, 
if possible, the essential improvements before referred to. 

If the views of responsible owners are ignored in a 
wholesale manner there is ultimate recourse to Parliament, 
and any reopening of completed contracts which Parlia- 
ment might demand would be a disaster to the post-war 
building programme. 

Many property owners have large, well-organised technical 
staffs who are well acquainted with their properties. To 
disregard this well-equipped detailed knowledge is unjusti- 
fied and inefficient and it should be possible to devise a 
framework of operation whereby the technical staff of the 
Bank, the Insurance, Railway or Property Company, or 
the private architect acting for a private owner could 
provide valuable information and give approval to executed 
work without in any way impeding the working of a 
national building repair machine. This would give the State 
the benefit of all the technical advice the building owner 
possesses and should provide the owner with the protection 
to which he is entitled against bad direction, poor super- 
vision and bad workmanship. 

Moreover, the State cannot be insensible to the need at 
no very distant date for a well-organised, efficient archi- 
tectural force to direct the physical planning of the country 
and the design of essential buildings, including housing. 
This efficient force in going order cannot arise in a few 
days, weeks or even months, and unless it is maintained 
im some way by employment as far as possible upon the 
only active building work at present available, it cannot 
in many cases be maintained at all. War damage should, 
therefore, sanction and: encourage the co-operation of the 
technical direction available to the private individual, 
should settle and advertise a scale of fees for these services 
and should issue instructions giving clearly the conditions 
under which private owners can obtain a licence, specify 
and let contracts, to,.execute their own work so that at the 
permanent repair stage this work is ready to proceed. It 
would be quite practicable for individuals to contract out 
of the general scheme if there were no risk of delay or dis- 
organisation. 

It is impossible to maintain that survey work carried 
out in good faith by the more energetic property owners, 
architects and surveyors is a war risk the cost of which the 
private purse must bear. There are many losses that it is 
sound war policy to place upon private shoulders, but these 
losses have always been incidental and adventitious. 
Actual: work done to comply with an Act of Parliament 
and to further the public, as well as private, benefit must 
be a charge properly borne by the War Damage Com- 
mission. 
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DECASUALISATION OF THE INDUSTRY 


HE announcement last week by the National Joint 

Council that Working Rules 2A and 2B have been 
revised is to be taken as representing the most forward 
step towards working conditions of the operatives yet 
made by the industry. The revision of these two Rules 
—which, in effect, guarantees each operative a working 
week of not less than 32 hours and controls the giving 
of notice —means nothing less than the decasualisation 
of the industry. The effect of this, both on those 
already in the trade and on those who will come into it 
as apprentices or as labourers, may well be imagined. 
For the former it removes the uncertainty of earnings 
which, especially in winter, over-shadowed the operative’s 
life; for the latter it now promises a security of em- 
ployment which should do much to counteract the 
tendency of operatives to send their sons into “ black- 
coated ” jobs when their qualifications and even their 
inclinations lie in the direction of manual work. 

The moment is propitious, however, to examine the 
matter in rounder terms than have yet been used. 
No decision on a matter of this far-reaching importance 
—whether by enactment or by industrial rule —will 
translate words into facts, and both the employers and 
the operatives who are parties to this agreement should 
remember that the new rules will cost the industry not 
a single penny, and that the increase over the normal 
cost of building, and increase there will be, must be paid 
for not by the building owner alone but ultimately by 
the whole population of the country, for building is a 
first charge on living. 

In common with many economists, we should be in 
favour of the highest possible wages and the best working 
conditions possible, provided that the ratio of costs to 
production remains on a par with world economic 
trends. But if production does not keep pace with 
rising costs, there is the first turn of the spiral leading 
to inflation. If this be conceded, the building trade will 
be confronted with the need to justify increased costs 
of dearer plant and materials, higher wages and now 
a guarantee based on an imponderable—the British 
weather. Already the greatly increased cost of building 
is a cause of national alarm, and the question that faces 
the nation and the trade is how to re-align costs with 
production. 

This is a problem to whose solution every part of the 
industry, from architect to apprentice, must contribute. 
The parts to be played by the professions, the employers, 
the materials and plant marufacturers ard the client 
have already been reviewed by Mr. T. P. Bennett and 
others ; the solution there must principally lie in more 
efficient organisation, earlier exchange of information 
and in far greater use of mechanical aid ; without 
these changes nothing will be done. 

Of the operatives’ part io this, less has been heard, 
and as the parties who have gained most from wartime 
building in the shape of legislation which in normal 
times will ensure improved working conditions, in 
higher wages, holidays with pay and now security of 
earnings, all of which may fairly be expressed as a charge 
on the community, it is equitable that the community 
in return should expect production commensurate with 
these benefits. If such scale of production be not 
achieved, we shall be heading straight for national 
bankruptcy, for no economic system can function 
successfully when a fair day’s wage is received for less 
than a fair day’s work. This applies to all the partners 
in the building industry. 

How best then to secure the necessary output ? 
The suggestion that profit-sharing should be examined 


has already been made in our columns, for it is an old 
maxim that “It is the hope of reward that sweetens 
labour,” and it must be remembered that the same 
conditions which maxe for the operatives’ security — 
guaranteed wages, an unlimited building programme 
for 20 or more years ahead, and the likely absence of 
an unemployed pool —may also by the very imperfections 
of human nature make for the setting of a sedate pace 
which will adversely affect output. We should also 
like to see examined the question of wage-grading the 
tradesman and the labourer according to skill as an 
inducement both to yuality of workmanship and to 
output. A situation where every tradesman is held 
to be on a parity is unreal and must lead to a minimum 
rather than a maximum production. 

Equally vital, in addition to monetary benefits, is 
the need to hold up before the whole industry the ideal 
that self is of less importance than the welfare of our 
country. The war has shown that idealism is not, 
as so many cynics have held, dead but is a live and 
potent force. It is for the building industry to prove 
that the spirit that has won us the war can persist in 
peace, and.in this great work the operatives will have, 
and would so wish it, a leading part. 








A MEMORIAL IN BOXTED CHURCH, ESSEX. 

Designed by Mr. F. P. Morton in light-grey marble. 

The lettering is V-cut and coloured light-blue. The 

arms are carved, correctly coloured and gilt. The 
stone measures 44 ins. by 24 ins. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Cultural Relations with U.S.S.R. 

To inaugurate the Architectural and 
Town Planning Section of the Society for 
Cultural Relations with the U.S.S.R., a 
reception was held at Claridge’s on Thurs- 
day, April 19, when a large company of 
architects and others assembled under the 
genia] and enthusiastic presidency of Pro- 
fessor Sir Charles Reilly. The new Section 
has been formed ‘‘ as a means by which 
British and Soviet people who are 
interested in each other’s achievements and 
studies may maintain close and construc- 
tive contacts.’’ Sir Charles said he would 
like nothing more than to go to Russia 
mmediately after the war to study our 
Ally’s architecture and design and to take 
lots of young people with him. The Sec- 
tion’s activities and services include meet- 
ings, exhibitions and film shows in London 
and other centres, and it is intended to 
interchange visits and exchange students. 
A bulletin on reconstruction architecture, 
planning and building, edited by Mr. 
Arthur Ling, A.R.I.B.A., will be sént to 
members as part of their membership 
privileges. The subscription to the Group 
is 12s. 6d. a year. 


B.I.N.C. Building Congress. 

We learn that B.I.N.C. proposes to 
hold another Building Congress in the 
near future—possibly in July. 


Building Apprentices. 

Tue Second Report of the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council (re- 
ferred to on page 333) squarely faces the 
problem of how, under present circum- 
stances, to expand the annual intake of 
apprentices in the building trades to 
25,000. It records a remarkable increase 
in juveniles undergoing building educa- 
tion from 300 in 1942 to 10,000 at the 
present time. Less satisfactory is the evi- 
dence that while a return shows that 
63,976 youths are ostensibly in training 
as apprentices in the various building 
crafts, no fewer than 51,892 (81 per cent.) 
have no written apprenticeship agree- 





ment. The Council has therefore laid 
down desirable minima for all apprentice- 
ship agreements which will be generally 
approved by the industry. 

The Council’s real problem is how to 
give practical effect to its plans in face 
of current conditions. Shortage of build- 
ings suitable for technical training, of 
constructional work of a nature to afford 
proper craft instruction, and, above all, 
a shortage of the right kind of instruc- 
tors, are, perhaps, the chief obstacles. 
In addition, the tendency of boys to opt 
for ‘‘ under-cover’’ trades, particularly 
carpentry, which offer possible alternative 
employment, must be checked if an un- 
equal distribution between crafts is to be 
avoided. Not least, the situation must 
be considered in which a boy putting in 
the year between leaving school at 14 and 
apprenticeship at 15 inevitably finds him- 
self dropping from perhaps 50s. a week 
to 24s. for his first year. This inequality 
is responsible for many likely boys avoid- 
ing apprenticeship and preferring (and 
sometimes being obliged) to become 
labourers at higher initiah wages. 

Either (and preferably) the absurdly 
high wages being paid by industry to 
inexperienced juveniles must come down 
in scale or wages paid to apprentices in 
the early years must increase. 


Much interest will be taken in the 


Council’s scheme for the erection of build- 
ings, and especially houses, by apprentices 
working under the guidance of craftsmen 
instructors. 


Nor have the claims of those 
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for giving such support in the form of 
an interest-free loan. This would, none 
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who wish to prepare for executive and 
directive 
another important part of the Report 
deals realistically with the 77,000 whose 
apprenticeship has been interrupted by 


approve and to tackle energetically the 
translation of 
craftsmen. 


Interest-free Loans for Housing. 


Council ” 
covery—namely, that if the Government 
were to grant loans for housing free of 
interest the cost of houses would be less; 
a discovery exactly equivalent to that of 
the traditional Irishman who decided to 
lengthen his blanket by cutting a strip 
off one end and sewing it on to the other. 
The’ extraordinary thing is that, though 
the arguments used do not refute this 
idea, no fewer than 40 local councils have 
already passed resolutions in its favour. 

It might have been argued that such a 
course, as an enhancement of the present 
system of a Government subsidy, would 
be an alternative advantageous to the 
local authority, as at present such subsi- 
dies are much less than the annual pay- 
ments required to pay off the loan, but 
the suggestion that there is any national 
saving is an absurdity. 
that a varying proportion of the cost of 
housing should be met by the nation at 
large, as the needs are by no means 
exactly proportionate to the local finan- 
cial resources, and there might be grounds 


have been issued. 


George E. Withers, F.R.1.B.A., C.C. 

THe death has taken place of Mr. 
George Edward Withers, F.R.I.B.A., 
C.C., at the age of 71. 


jobs been forgotten, while 


the war. In all this it must be remem- Emergency Works Directorate. 
bered that the Council’s standing is purely Fotiow1nc the disbandment as a separ- 
advisory. It will be for the industry to a4, organisation (except in London) of the 


Emergency Works Directorate of the 
Ministry of Works, Mr. G. M. Carter, 
Director of Emergency Works and Re- 
covery, is, with the Minister’s consent, 
relinquishing his post on April 28 and 
resuming his private business. 


Building in Peace and War. 

Mr. G. H. A. Hucues, Director of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, is to 
deliver an address on ‘‘ Building: Front 
Line in War and Peace,’’ at the presenta- 
tion of prizes to building students at the 
Cambridge Technical College on Friday, 
April 27. Mr. H. S. Johnson, Chairman 
of the Building Advisory Committee of the 
College, who is a Past-President of the 
Cambridge Builders’ Association and a 
member of the Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
will preside. 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. C. Wiittam O’L. Markuam, quan- 
tity surveyor, has taken into partnership 
his son, Mr. D. C. Markham, and one of 
his assistants, Mr. J. D. Joyce, both of 
whom have been on his staff for many 
years. The practice will hereafter be car- 
yied on under the name of C. William O’L. 
Markham and Partners. The London 
office is being moved from 4, Kidderpore 
Gardens, N.W.3, to 2614, Finchley Road, 


these plans into good 


A soctety entitled ‘‘The Liberator 
has made a remarkable dis- 


It is reasonable 





R.I.B.A., A.B.T. and N.U.T. Conference on 
“ Planning Our New Schools.” 
place. 

NationaL Derence Pusiic Interest COMMITTEE. 
—* to Sir Frederick Pile. 

otel. 


: we ee Soctety. 
School of Art, Charing Cross-road, W.C. 3 p.m. 


R.I.B.A. Annual General Meeting and Dis- 


Town AND CountRY PLANNING AssocIaTION. Mr. 
H. Conolly, A.R i 
dividuals.” 
(buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 


N.W.3; the Bristol office remains as at 
present at 2, Queen-square, Bristol, 1. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, April 26, 1845. 

Strr in THE Society oF ANTIQUARIES.— 
Dr. Henderson [at the anniversary meet- 
ing] asserted that the object was to elect 
as many inactive members as possible, and 
that if a member showed any desire to 
move in the affairs of the Society he was 
cashiered and never elected again... . 
At the dinner afterwards the intensest 


COMING EVENTS 


Friday, April 27. 


v Si 66, Portland- 
10 a.m. (continuing over Saturday). 


The Savoy 
12.45 p.m. 

Saturday, April 28, 
Mr. A. J. Mason, 
A., on “ Lincoln Cathedral.” St. Martin’s 


Tuesday, May 1. 


place, Wl. gee Repat, 6, Pertiage | aslineds reigned—there seemed to be a 
, Wednesday, May 2. wet blanket over all. With a sincere de- 
Arcuirects’ Benevo.est Society. Annual sire to see the Society of Antiquaries 
Meeting. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 12 noon. renew its youth and the greatest respect 


for those connected with its management, 
we earnestly invite. the new Council to 
apply themselves vigorously to the task of 
improvement, 


Thursday, May 3. 


-L.B.A., on “ Planning for In- 
28. King-street, W.C.2. 1.15 p.m. 
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ACCOMMODATION IN 
THE PALACE OF WEST- 
MINSTER 


SELECT COMMITTEE’S PROPOSAL 
TO COMPLETE BARRY’S DESIGN 


THe Joint Select Committee of the 
House of Lords and the House of Com- 
mons appointed to inquire into the 
accommodation in the Palace of West- 
minster has now reported (H.M. 
Stationery Office, 4d. net). This Com- 
mittee (not to be confused with Lord 
Winterton’s Committee on the Rebuild- 
ing of the House of Commons) was 
appointed in 1944, and has held 15 
sittings. It has examined the position, 
and arrived at the conclusion that while 
it is possible to find some accommoda- 
tion by reallocation and by making 
parts of the building more accessible, 
no great increase is possible in a Palace 
already used to its full capacity and of 
the age and structure of the Palace of 
Westminster. ‘The needs of legisla- 
tors in a modern democratic assembly 
are likely to grow rather than 
diminish, and these can only be met 
by new building or by taking in and 
converting other houses outside the 
present precincts. Neither is possible 
until the more urgent demands on the 
building trade have been met. 

‘“*The Committee recommend that, 
pending a decision being arrived at as 
to how this increased accommodation 
shall be found, premises in Abingdon- 
street and Bridge-street be acquired so 
that Parliament will be in a position 
to make use of them hereafter as may 
be desired. 

** A further proposal is to complete 
the plans for the Palace of Westminster 
as prepared by Sir Charles Barry by a 
building in the same architectural 
style as the rest of the Palace, extend- 
ing from St. Stephen’s Porch along the 
edge of the roadway outside West- 
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NEW PALACE OF WESTMINSTER. View from North-West of Sir Charles Barry’s 
proposed additional buildings enclosing New Palace Yard. From a contemporary 
woodcut included in the Select Committee’s Report. 


minster Hall and New Palace Yard to 
the corner opposite Whitehall, and 
thence eastward to join up with the 
Clock Tower. Such a building would 
provide an additional 237 rooms at a 
cost of approximately £2,100,000.”’ Sir 
Charles Barry’s proposed plan and 
elevation, are reproduced on this page. 


A General Survey. 

In the portions of the Report leading 
up to the recommendations, the Com- 
mittee state that there is, or is soon 
likely to be, a serious shortage of 
Committee rooms for the work of each 
House. There is practically no 
accommodation where a Peer or private 
Member can hold an interview, the 
provision for the dictation and typing 
of letters is inadequate, and the can- 
teen arrangements for the 700 members 
of the staff leaves much to be desired. 

The Committee recommend the 
appointment of a Sessional Committee 
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NEW PALACE AT WESTMINSTER. 


PROPOSED EXTENSION FROM S* STEPHENS PORCH TO CLOCK TowtR. 





PLAN OF GROUND FLOOR. 
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Sir Charles Barry’s proposed plan for an extension of the Palace of Westminster. 


of members to advise the Speaker on 
the allocation of the accommodation 
which is under his control, and to 
consider the reallocation of certain 
of the residences and sleeping accomn- 
modation. Among the proposals is 
that the Lord Chancellor should be pro- 
vided with an official residence in some 
position such as Abingdon-street. The 
Committee are impressed by the need 
for additional lavatory accommoda- 
tion, and also for a considerable in- 
crease in the number of lifts. Some 
use might be made of the lower floors, 
other than for storage, of the Victoria 
Tower. The Committee also favour 
the reduction in number of the 26 
messrooms used by the staff, and 
consider the setting up of a single 
cafeteria. Certain other suggestions 
are made for the reallocation and im- 
provement of accommodation for the 
members of both Houses. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Housing Competition, Chailey. 

Following are the awards of the asses- 
sors (Messrs. John L. Denman and Cecil 
Burns and Miss Lomas) in the competi- 
tion for a pair of cottages for Chailey 
R.D.C., limited to members of the South- 
Eastern Society of Architects :— 

1st place: No. 99, A. E. Rice, B.Arch. 
Eovvenony A.R.I.B.A., 4, Church-road, 

hortlands, Kent. 

Bracketed 2nd place: No, 60, Godman 
and Kay, Bank Chambers, Carfax, Hor- 
sham, Sussex; and No. 78, F. C. Wake- 
ford and Graham, 24, Holland-way, 
Hayes, Bromley, Kent. - 

Bracketed 3rd place : No. 29, Westwood 
and Haines, Mapledurham, Reading; No. 
37, F. C. Robson, Fordcombe, Kent; and 
No. 100, E. F. Starling, Reigate, Surrey. 

Commended designs : No. 1, P. H. Mar- 
shall, Guildford; No. 7, G. A. Rose, 
F.R.I.B.A., Farnborough, Kent; No. 9, 
R. Garland, A.R.I.B.A., Rochester; No. 
15, Edward Banks, Coulsdon; No. 46b, 
D. W. Plumstead, A.R.I.B.A., Purley; 
No. 48, G. Hamilton Gould, A.R.I.B.A., 
W.C.1; No. 75, Elizabeth Eastwick Field 
and John Eastwick Field, Harpenden ; No. 
77, Graham Crump, F.R.1I.B.A., Croydon; 
No. 93, R. Alfred Barber, A.R.I.B.A., 
Hove; and No. 109, A. Funnell, 

L.R.I.B.A., Sanderstead. 
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TOWER HILL AND ITS 


SURROUNDINGS 


IMPROVEMENT TRUST’S 
POST-WAR PLAN 


THe well-supported Tower Hill Improve- 
ment Trust has issued its scheme for the 
development of the area north of the 
Tower of London, which comprises Trinity 
Square and the destroyed blocks of build- 
ing to the east and west of it. The pro- 
posals do not affect, in principle, the 
general plan for the ring road laid down 
in the programme prepared for the City 
Corporation, which is at this point carried 
along the northern side of the Tower ditch 
before turning north up the Minories. This 
cuts up the area of open space very seri- 
ously, and the Trust Committee points out 
the value of a good garden here in view 
of the shortage of such open spaces in the 
neighbouring districts of Shoreditch and 
Stepney, with a pre-war population of over 
350,000, including 65,000 children. 

The alternative proposed carries the ring 
road along the north side of Trinity 
Square, along the frontages of the Port of 
London building and Trinity House, leav- 
ing the land around the Tower in one self- 
contained unit, and also improves the plan- 
—_ in front of the Royal Mint from the 
traffic point of view, bringing Mansell- 
street as an additional element into the 
—? circuit. 

The garden as 


THE 


lanned brings a small 
portion of the original city wall within its 
area, and also the site of the scaffold on 
which so many notable men were executed. 
A not too obtrusive monument might 


ALE HALLOWS CHURCH 
asin 


Scaffold Site. 


LOOKING FROM EAST TO WEST. Sketch based upon Plan, 
showing gardens enclosing All Hallows Church, part of Old 
London Wall with Ditch, Merchant Marine Memorial and 
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Tower Hill Improvement Trust post-war plan for Tower Hill. 


reasonably commemorate these. The only 
serious drawback to this, or to any other, 
lan is that the approach to the garden 
rom the areas it would serve is across a 
busy traffic route; the best way of meeting 
this objection would be by a skilfu! adjust- 
ment of levels giving access by subways, 
more particularly from the east, so that 
this would be accepted as the natural 
mode of approach in preference to crossing 
the main traffic routes. 
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LOOKING FROM WEST TO EAST. Sketch based upon Plan, 
showing 100 ft. road crossing Tower Hill, with 7 acres of garden 
enclosing remains of London Wall, Site-of Scaffold and Merchant 
Marine Memorial. 


The view is expressed that as the cost 
would be comparatively small, this overdue 
and non-controversial improvement may be 
carried out at an early date after the war 
is over. 

Full particulars of the scheme are given 
in a brochure which has just been issued 
by the Tower Hill Improvement Trust. 
This is obtainable from the Trust’s offices 
at 18, Byward-street, London; E.C.3, 
price 1s. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Gocd and Bad Manners in Architecture. 
By A. Trystan Epwarps, io 
F.R.1.B.A. London: John Tiranti, Ltd. 
Price 8s. 6d. 

This book (a new edition) is both 
salutary and entertaining, and provides a 
refreshing interlude at a time when we 
tend naturally to be severely practical, in 
the sense of demanding a sight of the 
balance-sheet. before committing ourselves 
to approval. The fact is, of course, that 
the profit and loss account, to be complete, 
must contain an entry under the heading 
** Aisthetic.’’ 

What are good and bad manners? Surely 
no more than appropriate behaviour, vary- 
ing with the occasion and circumstance ; 
and architecture must contain this adapt- 
able quality if it is to become a live social 
force. This is the way Mr. Trystan 
Edwards has treated his subject, and he 
has contrived to introduce a simplification 
of the broad subject without losing that 
sense of breadth which is its birthright. 

It is a daring thing to do, to take old 
Regent-street as the model text for so 
large a section of the book, for old Regent- 
street, with all its charm and grace, was 
by no means perfect architecture. It 
shared the Regency fault of claiming 
display while stinting cost, and there is 
no doubt that some -part of the pleasure 
we took in that style of architecture con- 
tained more than its share of sentiment. 
But it was a gracious essay in composition 
and harmony, and nothing that has 


replaced it deserves comparison with its 
It is quite certain that as a 


quality. 
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shopping centre the new Regent-street is 
a very much duller and gloomier place than 
was the fresh-painted stucco of the old. 
So we must conclude that there is a great 
deal for us to learn in the forming of our 
streets from this century-old example of 
planning and design. First the harmony 
of a graceful style, side by side with 
variety of handling: then the sense of 
modest scale and uncompetitive expression ; 
and finally the gracious proportion of the 
street in width to height. 

But Mr. Trystan Edwards needs to be 
read to learn all the good sense he has 
the ability to express in such entertaining 
fashion. 


in Architecture. 
Epwarps, M.A 


7“ and Composition 
Ltd. 


. TRyYSTAN 
F.R.1.B.A. London: John Tiranti, 
Price 7s. 6d. 

The attempt to analyse the fundamental 
qualities of fine architecture has been made 
before. Ruskin, with his mind fully made 
up, produced his ‘‘ Seven Lamps.’’ John 
Belcher wrote his ‘‘ Essentials.’’ Richard- 
son and Le Corbusier followed later. None 
of these attempts to order thought upon 
fine building excels over Mr. Trystan 
Edwards’s, although even the latter leaves 
an unsatisfied sense with the reader, with 
the inevitable afterthought that what is 
almost the impossible has been attempted. 

Architecture is, first and last, building ; 
and, as such, it is concerned mainly with 
the seemly enclosure of space. The 
governing factors are the practical need 
and the means available. A room cannot 
be reasonably depressed below the height 
of a man, nor reasonably raised beyond 
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range of comfort. A vault demands its 
minimum rise, and a roof covering its mini- 
mum pitch. The form of a cinema almost 
determines itself by sight lines—and so on. 
So the esthetic field, for the designer, finds 
itself within certain fairly narrow limita 
tions. His task is not that of a modelle: 
of clay, free to mould the ideal shape as 
he feels it to be. 

Yet there is, undoubtedly, scope for the 
architect to marshal the masses and shapes 
which the exigencies of the case impose 
upon him into some fine order. That is, 
after all, the process which converts build- 
ing into fine architecture, and to this such 
thought as Mr, Trystan Edwards reveals to 
us in this new edition of his book contri 
butes most handsomely. The points of his 
argument are, indeed, very well put, and 
have rarely been expressed in more enter- 
taining or illuminating fashion. 

The criticism that this form of approach 
to architecture tends to obscure the fact 
that esthetic lines in design are not a mere 
pattern provided to obscure the natural 
form of building, but, on the contrary, the 
designer’s means of emphasising it, loses 
its sting by the consciousness that Mr. 
Trystan Edwards is well aware of this, 
though not, it is felt, quite sufficiently 
obviously in his book. G. M. A. 


Books Received. 

Puastics AND InpustRIAL Design. By 
John Gloag. (London: George Allen & 
Unwin, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. net. 

ARCHITECTURE AS A COMMUNAL ART. By 
Sir Charles Reilly. (Published by B. T. 
Batsford for C.E.A.P.E.) Price 6d. 





ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL. The new temporary Altar under the Dome, designed by the Surveyor to the Fabric, 
Mr. W. Godfrey Allen, F.R.I.B.A. (See facing page.) 
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THE NEW TEMPORARY ALTAR, ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 
DESIGNED BY W. GODFREY ALLEN, F.R.I.B.A. (SURVEYOR TO THE FABRIC) 


OuR VIEWS ON THIS AND FACING PAGE SHOW THE 
temporary altar, steps and sanctuary erected under 
the Dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral, from the design 
by Mr. Godfrey Allen, F.R.I.B.A., Surveyor to the 
Fabric, after the damage to the choir, organ and 
high altar on October 10, 1941. The temporary 
organ is placed under the N.E. quarter gallery, in 
front of which are the seats for the choir; balancing 
these, on the opposite side of the dome area, are 
the seats for the deans and canons. The scheme 
includes the erection, to the height of the main 
cornice, of a temporary screen in the chancel arch 


behind the altar to separate the dome area from 
the choir, while the work of reconstruction there is 
being carried out, but it has not vet been decided 
whether this screen will be necessary. The fine 
brocade curtains of the dorsal were made in 1809 for 
the Chateau of Meudon. One of the curtains was 
exhibited at the Victeria and Albert Museum with 
other fabrics in 1912. The design of the original 
Altar table shown on page 332 has been attributed 
to Wren, though there is no documentary confirma- 
tion of this. ; : 
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Above : THE CHAPEL OF ST. FAITH, IN THE CRYPT, SHOWING ORIGINALALTAR TABLE, 7 FT. 6 IN. BY 5 FT. 2 IN., MADE BY JOHN SOUTH- 
WELL, JOINER, THE TOP IS IN PARQUETRY. Below; GENERAL VIEW OF THE CHAPEL OF ST. FAITH SHOWING ORIGINAL TABLE. 








CHAPEL OF ST. FAITH IN ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 
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BUILDING APPRENTICESHIP 


TRAINING COUNCIL’S SECOND 
REPORT. 


At a Press conference.on Monday, Sir 
Matcotm Trustram Eve, K.C., Chairman 
of the Building Apprenticeship and Train- 


ing Council, introduced the Council’s 
_ Report (Stationery Office, price 
9d.). 


The CHarrman said that in its First 
Report, issued just over a year ago, the 
Counci] made many recommendations to 
the building industry, to the Education 
Departments and to Local Education 
Authorities, to the Minister of Labour and 
to the Minister of Works. Developments 
arising out of those recommendations, and 
other new and important considerations, 
were dealt with in the Council’s Second 
Report. Building education for juveniles 
had shown a rapid advance. The annual 
intake of students, 300 in 1942, rose to 
approximately 4,400 in 1943, and increased 
o 6,000 in 1944. There was at present a 
total of 10,000 pupils undergoing this 
course of education in 136 centres in 
England and Wales and ten in Scotland. 
The making of a scheme for a Record and 
a Register of building craft apprentices 
had been completed, and the work of 

‘recording ’’ had been begun. Inquiries 
were addressed to 39,529 registered 
builders who were employing apprentices, 
and 36,443 made detailed answers. The 
returns give a total of 63,976 youths in 
training as apprentices in the various 
crafts connected with the industry. From 
the Council’s point of view, it was sig- 
nificant that of those 63,976 boys no fewer 
than 51,892, or 81 per cent., had no 
written apprenticeship agreement. The 
Council, with all the weight of authority 
of a unanimous recommendation from its 
members inside and outside the building 
industry, had decided that the following 
points were essential minima for all 
apprenticeship agreements in the building 
industry 

J. An agreement in writing. 

2. An obligation on the employer to teach 
the apprentice his craft. 

3. Both employer and apprentice to be answer- 
able for the fulfilment of the agreement to 
the Area Joint Apprenticeship Committee. 

4. Attendance by the apprentice (up to the 
age of 18), with pay, for one day a week 
or its equivalent at a technical course. 

While its functions were advisory and 
not executive, the Council was unanimous 
in saying that it would not register any 
apprentice under its scheme as working 
under their approved conditions of appren- 
ticeship unless those minimum conditions 
were complied with. The fees paid by 
apprentices for their certificate of comple- 
tion of apprenticeship, and other moneys 
contributed by generous-minded people 
interested in good building, would go to 
form a Welfare Fund, vested in trustees 


and administered by the Council, ‘‘ to 
promote more effective apprenticeship 


training, to widen the opportunities to 
recognised apprentices and craftsmeu.* 
Turning to the more important of the 
new considerations which had occupied the 
Council’s attention during the year, first 
among them was an estimate of the 
number of apprentices which should be 
recruited each year for the maintenance 
of the post-war building force, and the 
steps to be taken to secure how these 
numbers might be employed. To make 
natural wastage good by apprenticeship, 
on an assumed force of 625,000 craftsmen 
there would be necessary a new entry each 
year of 25,000 apprentices, the great 
majority of whom would be over 15 and 
under 17 years of age on entry. If the 
proper age-balance between craftsmen and 


apprentices was to be reached within five 


years 1t was necessary that that annual 
recruitment of 25,000 should start now. 
War-time conditions were not propitious 
for the recruitment or the training of build- 
ing apprentices. Not enough new work 
could be released under normal contract 
for their training, and employers were 
naturally loth to commit themselves to a 
four- or five-year agreement. The Council 
had, therefore, to look around for some 
way under which boys could learn their 
craft practicably in war time. A pointer 
was provided by the practice in Home 
Office Approved Schools. In twenty-two 
of these there were building departments, 
with some 500 boys in training in different 
sections of the building trade crafts. The 
processes ranged from minor repairs to the 
building of a teacher’s house or a school 
block, work which reached a good stan- 
dard of craftsmanship. After a series of 
visits to these Schools the Council pro- 
posed to the Government a plan—which 
had been accepted and which it was hoped 
would very speedily be seen in operation 
on a large scale—based upon the principle 
of apprentices erecting buildings under the 
teaching and guidance of craftsmen 
mstructors. The essentials of the pro- 
posals were : 

That the 
marily as a 
building of new 
war destroyed houses are particularly 
for such training; 

That the proportion of apprentices to crafts- 
men instructors should be of the order of six 
or more to one, according to the craft and 
other circumstances of a particular project— 
in specially favourable circumstances the pro- 
portion might be as high as twelve to one; 

That the training should confer upon boys so 
employed the full status of apprentices under 
approved conditions of training and provide for 
the transfer of the apprentice to an employer 
as soon as suitable work is available; and 

That the building work should be carried 
out, on behalf of any local or public authority 


building should be carried out pri- 
training scheme, but that the 
houses or the rebuilding of 
suitable 


concerned, by_an ‘Apprentice Master ’’ nomin- 
ated by a Joint Apprenticeship Committee, 
which would oversee the training of the 


apprentice. 


In order to encourage the Local Autho- 
rities to apply the scheme to their build- 
ing problems, the Ministry of Works had 
undertaken to reimburse any costs of the 
Authority in excess of the normal costs. 
To facilitate the entry of boys whose 
homes were remote from a centre in which 
the scheme was in operation, the Ministry 
of Labour and National Service had under- 
taken to provide grants on a scale of 
maintenance for such boys which should 
be adequate to assist them during the 
period of their employment under the 
scheme when their apprenticeship wages 
would naturally be small. The Council 
believed it could be developed to enable 
at least 10,000 boys who could not at once 
obtain suitable training in the industry 
to learn their trade under craft instruc- 
tors, and that it could enable a few badly 
needed permanent homes to be erected 
now. ‘‘ We are all satisfied,’’ declared the 
chairman, ‘‘ that unless all concerned get 
this scheme going quickly on a fairly 
large scale, large numbers of good recruits 
to the craft trades of the building industry 
will either be lost to the industry by join- 
ing another or will get no proper training 
for their craft.” 

But there was one important factor 
which was very much in the minds of 
members of the Council. Employers re- 
quired to be satisfied as to the amount of 
work ahead before committing themselves 
to the long period of employment which 
an approved apprenticeship agreement 
would involve. Steps must be taken to 
dispel any fears on that score by the indi- 
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cation of new work for a long period 
ahead. Even with such an indication, two 
problems arose in connection with any 
plan to secure an adequate intake of 
apprentices : 

How could all employers be induced to play 
their part in absorbing apprentices in sufficient 
numbers ? 

What was the provortion of apprentices to 
skilled craftsmen which the industry would 
allow to be employed = 

On the first question the Council felt 
that some condition concerning the em- 
ployment of apprentices should be 
attached to the authorisation and licensing 
of all building works which form part of 
the priority programme of the Govern- 
ment where suitable lads are available as 
apprentices. As to the second question, 
it was recognised that the proportion of 
apprentices to skilled craftsmen would not 
in normal times be greater than that 
necessary to make good the normal wast- 
age which was found to be 1 to 4. But 
having regard to the very thin ranks of 
craftsmen and the age-heavy character of 
the industry, the proportion of appren- 
tices to craftsmen necessary to absorb 
25,000 apprentices would temporarily have 
to be increased. The Council had recom- 
mended on these lines both to the Govern- 
ment and to the industry. 

‘“The building trade craftsman of the 
future,’ said Sir Malcolm, “should be a 
man who is fully informed on all aspects 
of the technique of his craft—theoretical 
as well as practical. Plans for his train- 
ing will be incomplete without adequate 
provision of education by part-time day 
courses. Full-time courses will also be 
needed to equip the man worthy of it to 
reach a position of directive responsibility 
through personal merit. Full-time courses 
already exist in some technical colleges 
and in building departments of universi- 
ties. Therefore we recommend to the 
industry that it should : 

Consider the setting up of a scheme of 
student apprenticeships for thase who have 
completed senior full-time courses in build- 
ing at technical schools and colleges or 
universities; such student apprenticeships should 
be under written agreements, which should 
make provision for general industrial service 
affording adequate opportunities to gain works 
and field experience; 

Engage an adequate number of such student 
apprentices ; 

Plan ahead for their entry into the industry 
and notify the Council from time to time of 
the estimated number of such appointments, so 
that the Council may make representations to 
secure the necessary training facilities; 

Discourage the entry into the industry 
premium apprentices. 

‘‘In addition to that we ask that the 
Departments of Education should con- 
sult with the industry at the national 
level concerning the suitability and suffi- 
ciency of existing and projected courses 
of instruction, and that adequate financial 
assistance should be provided to enable 
suitable boys to pass from the lower 
schools to the senior full-time courses in 
technical schools, colleges and univer- 
sities. 

‘‘There has been a marked increase in 
the demand for part-time day technical 
courses, and this we feel will be intensi- 
fied. There will clearly be a need for 
extension of such facilities, and where 
they do not exist or are in insufficient 
strength, joint apprenticeship committees 
should make representations to local edu- 
cation committees who will find the educa- 
tion departments ready to give sympa- 
thetic guidance.” 

The number of building trade appren- 
tices or other youths in training who, 
after more than twelve months’ experi- 
ence, had had their apprenticeship inter- 
rupted during the war was 77,884. Of 


(Concluded on page 342.) 


of 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessaril 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 

Political Expediency and the Building 

Industry. 
To tHe Eprror or Jhe Builder. 

Sir,—lIs it not time that the ‘‘ Building 
Industry,’’ one of the greatest and most 
important national assets of to-day, should 
determine ite policy and state its case 
without fear or favour, remembering only 
that it will be by its deeds it shall be 
known? 

If the contribution which can be made 
by the building industry is to become the 
subject of political strife, it seems reason- 
able that we, the builders, the trades, the 
architects and our allied associates, should 
have something to say. A true estimate of 
the matter and its solution can only rest in 
the hands of the industry. The part that 
the politician can play is and must be con- 
fined to two things only—both, neverthe- 
less, of the utmost importance. They 
are :— 

(a) To create a condition which will 
insure continuity of production and 
security of employment in the industry 
over a minimum of one life-span. 


(b) To develop a long-term policy of 
building and rebuilding in this country for 
efficient productivity and healthy environ- 
ment—i.e., industrial, communal and 
domestic shelter. 

The principal agents of building produc- 
tion are the architect, the master builder 
and the trades. Engineering and survey- 
ing in the widest sense are consultant pro- 
fessions which can play their part and take 
their appointed place. 

The three principal parts of the industry 
require proper conditions in order that 
each can give of its best. They are :— 
(A) For the Architect. 

1. A national background policy of pro- 
gressive planning and co-ordination to con- 
are building production to an effective 
end. 

2. Conditions which will strengthen 
building organisations for efficiency, ser- 
vice and quality and to avoid excessive 
competition. 

5. An expansion and development policy 
for trade operatives, both in numbers and 
particularly in skill. 


(B) For the Master Builder. 

1. A continuity of work at reasonable 
profit to enable the maintenance of a 
skilled staff and efficient organisation. 

(This is not a plea for large firms; the 
size of a building company is not affected 
by this item within minimum limits beyond 
which there is still an important place for 
the jobbing builder.) 

2. A fair distribution of work competed 
for within strict limits controlled by a 
sound “‘ code of quality."’ 

5. A building force of skilled tradesmen 


capable of upholding the ‘‘ code of 
quality ’’ and rewarded on the basis of 
quality. 


(C) For the Building Operative. 

1. Continuity of employment and 
security based upon a long-term national 
building programme. 

2. With known security for the future, 
time to train and eventually to reach a 
high degree of skill which will receive its 
proper reward. 

3. Management by the best possible 
technical and organising personnel. 

If the above is a reasonably sound state- 
ment, it will be noted how closely the 
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needs of each part of the industry are 


complementary to the other, and how ex-. 


tensive is the common ground. 

The supply of new houses to overcome 
the immediate emergency has reverted 
from being a natural responsibility of the 
whole nation to that of acquisition and 
recrimination between political parties, 
who each consider themselves capable of 
solving the problem without adequate con- 
sultation with the whole building industry. 

Furthermore, the housing problem, now 
being used as a political expediency will 
be, inevitably, a short-term policy; short 
as the memory of the public or the extent 
of a political campaign. 

The housing problem is not exclusive to 
this war or to the last; it is the result of 
100 years of blindness. Its solution lies 
in a long-term policy of planned replace- 
ment as well as new construction. 

The purposes and aims common to every 
section of the building industry are the only 
means of promoting a practical policy 
which can have any hope of success in the 
immediate housing emergency and the 
future reconstruction of the country’s 
living and working accommodation. 

Cannot we all, therefore, subscribe to 
joint action? 


Mill Hill, N.W.7.. 


Official Salaries. 
To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 

Sm,—Mr. H. A. Furness, in a recent 
letter to The Builder, referred to the dis- 
graceful salaries being offered to archi- 
tects and engineers. Additional point 
has been given to his letter in the last few 
days by several advertisements inserted 
in the technical Press by the Appoint- 
ments Department of the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service. The worst 
of them concerned an offer by the burgh 
of Motherwell and Wishaw to architec- 
tural and engineering assistants. Details 
of the offer and of the opinion of the 
A.B.T. are given in the letters of protest 
—given below—which we have written to 
the burgh and to the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service. 

Success in the architectural and engi- 
neering professions has in the past 
depended very largely on _ individual 
ability, but this is becoming less true. 
Large offices are increasing in number, 
and they tend to place assistants on salary 
scales which regulate the speed of their 
advancement. Obviously, it is in ‘the 
interest of the whole profession that these 
scales should be reasonable ones, but they 
can be won only by concerted action 
through a technicians’ organisation. Non- 
technical organisations, though admitting 
technicians to membership, have not suc- 
ceeded in safeguarding their status. 

The A.B.T. has recently had consider- 
able success in securing improved pay, 
overtime rates, etc., for some classes of 
building technicians. Architects and engi- 
neers have tended to lag behind because 
of their low degree of organisation. Pro- 
gress will be more rapid if technicians of 
all types concert their demands, and when 
architects and engineers learn the lesson 
and organise accordingly there will be 
plenty of opportunities to get things done. 

E. V. Penn, 
General Secretary, A.B.T. 
5, Ashley-place, S8.W.1. 
[Copy.] 
Rr. Hon. ERNeEst Bevin, M.P., 
Ministry of Labour 
and National Service. 

Deak SiR,—I write to protest strongly 
against the action of your Appointments 
Department advertising in the technical 
Press for technical assistants for the 


Henry Brappock. 
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Burgh of Motherwell and Wishaw (Ap- 
pointments Dept. reference: E.1493XA 
and EA.1346XA). Assistants with very 
considerable experience are asked for, 
and it is stated that ‘‘ preference will be 
given to those who are A.M.I.C.E., 
A.M.I.M. & Cy.E., A.R.I.B.A., or equiva- 
lent.’”’ The salaries offered are £250 plus 
war bonus for engineering assistants and 
£200 plus war bonus for architectural 
assistants. 

In my opinion the Appointments De- 
partment should not be allowed to lend 
its authority to such offers, which have 
a definite tendency to debase standards 
in the architectural and engineering pro- 
fessions. Nor should the time of the De- 
partment be -wasted in the correspond- 
ence, etc., relative to such advertise- 
ments, which are almost certain to be 
completely without result. Finally, the 
Department should know sufficient about 
its job to realise that the filling of these 
situations, at the salaries offered. would 
be an ill service to the citizens of Mother- 
well and Wishaw because it would give 
them incompetent and badly trained 
officers. It would have been very simple 
for the Department to have informed the 
Burgh of these facts and to have refused 
to advertise the vacancy. 

This particular case is the worst of @ 
number which I have noficed recently. 
This Association, as_a trade union, is 
pledged to do all in its power to protect 
its members from such employers, and 
we feel sure it is not your wish that 
your Ministry should appear to favour 
them. 

E. V. Penn, General Secretary, A.B.T. 
[Copy.] 
THe TOWN CLERK, : 

Burgh of Motherwell and Wishaw. 

Srr,—I write to make the strongest 
possible protest ainst the salaries 
offered by you to Technical Assistants, 
through the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service, in current advertise 
ments in the technical Press. | 

You require assistants of considerable 
qualifications, experience and ability, 
able to prepare independent designs. 
Yet at the salaries you are offering—£250 
per annum, plus war bonus, for an en- 
gineering assistant and, £200 per annum, 
plus war bonus for an architectural as- 
sistant—it is completely impossible that 
your requirements will be satisfied. 

The positions advertised are worth ‘a 
salary of. at least £400, plus war bonus, 
and even if you offered this amount J 
fee] very doubtful whether the require- 
ments of the citizens of your Burgh 
would be properly met. I mean by this 
that it is worth paying for a really high 
standard of technical assistance. and 
though you may secure men willing to 
accept your poor pay the money you will 
save will be small compared with the 
losses you will incur through the quality 
of their work. : ‘ ; 

I shall be obliged if you will put this 
letter before your Council, or the appro- 
priate committee, and I sincerely hope 
that they will agree to the reasonableness 
of my remarks and amend their adver- 
tisements_accordingly. 

E, V. Penn, General Secretary, A.B.T. 


Profit Sharing in Building. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—With the excellent idea set forth 
in your leading article of April 13 all men 
of good will must readily concur, but such 
a scheme must depend on Government co- 
operation. : . 

There is a very ancient saying men- 
tioned by Mencius (400 B.c.) that ‘‘ some 
toil with their minds, others toil with 
their bodies. Those that toil with their 
mind govern others, those that toil with 
their bodies are governed. Those who are 
governed feed their fellows, those who 
govern are fed by their fellows.” ; 

Applying, then, the principle you give, 
‘*he who will not work neither shall he 
eat,’ the body toilers are entitled to ask 
if the mind-toilers are really toiling, or 
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whether they are just mechanically mas- 
ticating the mandates of their several 
parties ! 

From the results of the Government 
efforts on housing, etc., we are led to the 
inevitable conclusion that Parliament 
bristles with spurious mind-toilers, and 
the same thing applies to the trade unions ; 
therefore the whole.incubus cf administra- 
tion waxes on controls and restrictions, so 
that Mr. Bennett’s admonishments are but 
the echoes of inspired whisperings heard 
in the corridors of an anxious bureaucracy. 

Spurious mind-toilers are parasitic. 
They produce neither ideas nor solutions, 
and until industry can rid itself of this 
fever of futility it is in no condition to 
secure amelioration of service or incentive ; 
for under the crippling buruen of taxation 
there can be no straddled profits, favour- 
ing both sides, without which any scheme 
of profit sharing is foredoomed to failure. 


London. R. V. Epwarps. 


War Damage Repairs. 
To THe Eprror or 7’he Builder. 

Sin,—With reference to Mr. P. J. 
Denner’s letter in your issue April 13, 
I have read Mr. T. Braddock’s letter which 
Mr. Denner is trying to refute, but, as a 
workman on the job, Mr. Braddock’s com- 
ments coincide with my practical experi- 
ence. 

Mr. Denner implies that there is no 
“*botching.’’ Recently I was sent to 
adjust some windows in a fashionable 
suburb of London and found that, hitherto 
glazed with 4 plate, they had been 
reglazed with 24 oz., thereby affecting 
the sash weights, which had been left 
untouched. The parting bead had been 
repaired with a rough batten, making the 
opening and closing of the window a 
problem; and when repairing the internal 
linings the ‘‘ First-aiders ”’ \ 2 put 4-in. 
nails through both lining and _ sash, 
thereby making the opening of certain 
windows impossible. 

If this is not ‘‘ botching,’’ what would 
Mr. Denner call it? 

London, W. 


The £10 Licence Limit. 
To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 

Srr,—The following resolution has been 
passed by my National Council and sub- 
initted to the Minister of Works :— 

‘*That the Nationa] Council of the 
Federation of Master Builders protests 
most strongly on behalf of its members (in 
excess of 5,000) against the intention to 
extend the £10 licence limit now in opera- 
tion in the London Area to the country 
as a whole, and would call the Minister's 
attention to the following facts :— 

(a) Representing that section of the 
industry consisting of the medium and 
smaller builder, it is apparent that such 
extension of licence limit would of 
necessity entail the closing down of a 
large number of the smaller firms. 

(b) lt is against public interest, since 
there is a vast field of maintenance work 
which is of particular urgency, having 
regard to the fact that practically nothing 
has been executed in the past six years. 

(c) It is fundamentally wrong that large 
civil engineermg contractors should be 
maintained at the cost of the building 
industry, by providing these contractors 
with work which is essentially within the 
medium and smaller builders’ province 
and will necessitate the transfer of their 
labour to such contractors. 

L. B. VENNING, 
Secretary, Federation of Master 
Builders. 


A. Sparks. 


London, N.1. 


pothet letters are unavoidably held over. 
—Eb. 
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THE NOISE PROBLEM 
ADDRESS BY MR. HOPE BAGENAL. 
An address on ‘‘ The Noise Problem in 

Relation to Town and Country Planning ”’ 

was given by Mr. Hope  Bagenal, 

F.R.1.B.A., at a lunch-time meeting of 

the Town and Country Planning Associa- 

tion held at 28, King-street, Covent 

Garden, W.C., on April 19. Lord Horder 

was in the chair. Mr. BaGenat said :— 
Noise is mentioned in the Dudley Report 

as one of the unnecessary drawbacks 
created through an unorganised physical 
environment. The possible sources of 
noise are somewhat as follows: Traffic, 
especially on a hill or at ‘‘ lights,’’ that 
is where there is gear-changing; railways 
and railway yards where there is shunt- 
ing at night; noisy industries on the 
margin of residential areas; services such 
as power sub-stations and milk-distributing 
depéts; sport stadia and dirt-tracks; and 
to a less extent school playgrounds and 
technical schools where trades are taught, 
and dogs’ homes. There is also the escape 
of wireless noise from open windows in 
summer, and there is a special class of 
problem likely to arise from the siting of 
new aerodromes and civil airports. 
Without exaggerating noise problems, 
 ergsic should bear some facts in mind. 
irst, noise is much more of a nuisance 
On a quiet site, and in suburban conditions 
people will complain of a noise which, in 
city surroundings, would form part of the 
background. It is for this reason that 
power sub-stations and milk-distributing 
depéts should be watched. Secondly, inter- 
mittent noises are bad; thirdly, noises in 
the evening or at night, which keep 
children awake—as from entertainment 
buildings or stadia—can cause a real loss 
of amenities, so that if a new neighbour- 
hood contains a traditional fair-ground, 

or if an open space gets a licence for a 

dirt track, or for an open-air dance floor 

artificially lit and provided with loud- 
speakers, there may be serious complaints 
extending some distance away. 


Importance of Spacing. 

Clearly, spacing or distance apart is the 
root of the matter. An arterial road 
having heavy traffic by day and night may 
at the kerb give as much as 100 noise 
units, and to reduce this to the permissible 
40 units at the window sill, a housing 
estate should be located at a distance of 
some 300-400 feet away. A greater dis- 
tance should be enforced in respect of 
railways, especially at a point where a 
metal viaduct occurs. On the other hand, 
if the main road or railway passes through 
a cutting the noise can be considerably 
screened, In regard to traffic, it is possiifle 
to associate, very roughly, appropriate 
loudness figures at the kerb with the four 
classes of roads as suggested by Sir Alker 
Tripp. Taking main arterial roads at 100 
units, sub-arterial roads can be assessed 
at 90 units, local shopping roads at 70, 
and local residential roads at 40. A quiet 
suburban garden is generally taken at 
30 units. A normal bedroom window can 
be said to reduce loudness by 20 units, so 
that if a standard of at least 40 units be 
timed at for the loudness at the sill, that 
will give 20 units within the room and 
permits of fair sleeping conditions. Noise 
nuisance is difficult to assess, but if sleep 
be interfered with in bedrooms and tele- 
phone conversation made impossible in 
living-rooms (which often occurs), then 
there would seem to be grounds for a real 
nuisance complaint. A method of calcu- 
lating very roughly the reduction of a noise 
having a certain loudness by distance is 
given in Post-war Building Study No. 14. 

In planning an urban district for blocks 
of flats two principles should be recog- 
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nised. First, high buildings coming imme- 
diately opposite each other cause increase 
of loudness by reflection, therefore a 
method of alternating blocks so that each 
block comes opposite a space will tend 
to reduce noise nuisance. Second, the 
quiet side of the site has a positive value 
specially for bedrooms. If a large build- 
ing site between noisy roads can be de- 
veloped as a whole, instead of different 
plots separately, then it would be possible 
to group premises needing relative quiet 
on the centre of the site away from the 
street front and raise the height ; while the 
—— not needing quiet, at a less 
eight, could be grouped along the peri- 
meter of the site at the building front. 
For new city accommodation this method 
is desirable, not only for flats but also 
for law courts, board rooms, banks, 
auction rooms, etc. 

Noisy industries should be recognised as 
noxious equally with smoke- and smell- 
producing industries aud confined to a 
‘* Special Industrial Zone.’’ It is well to 
remember that some industries are very 
noisy indeed, namely, joinery works using 
planing and moulding machines and cir- 
cular saws, and sheet-metal works. These 
may prove just as much a source of 
nuisance within 300 ft. as a trade pro- 
ducing acid fumes. Also, since it is 
working-class dwellings which may be 
located near an industrial zone, the night 
worker who has to sleep by day should 
not be forgotten. (I should like to draw 
your attention to the Noise Abatement 
I e’s leaflet No. 5, ‘‘ Protection of 
Night-workers from Noise during the 
Day.’’) Milk-distributing centres work at 
night and have heavy traffic coming and 
going; the unloading quays ought not to 
come near dwellings. Power sub-stations 
have a high-pitched brush scream. Noises 
high in pitch can be screened by trees. 

In regard to school playgrounds, with- 
out wishing to exaggerate the noise made 
by healthy children during the morning 
break, it is still one of the subjects that 
appears in the list of complaints. It is 
most marked in a confined space, such as 
a paved court; a playing-field partially 
screened by trees would not be a serious 
nuisance. Technica] schools where 
joinery machines are used for trade teach- 
ing can be very noisy. 


Noise in the Home. 

When we come to the question of noisé 
in the home there are two serious sources 
—namely, wireless noise from open win- 
dows in summer, and the barking of dogs. 
In rehousing” the population of these 
islands we must remember that educated 
persons—of all incomes—deserve some con- 
sideration as well as others. There are the 
studious elderly, there are young people 
working for examinations in the evening, 
and there is a class of persons who have 
found their problems difficult in recent 
years—namely, musicians and musical 
students, who must practise in order to 
pursue their vocation. Here some sort of 
occasional classification of residential 
building is desirable. Many contempla- 
tive people would willingly pay a little 
extra in rent, not for latest luxury equip- 
ment but for quiet conditions. But this is 
not easy. An inconsiderate neighbour in 
a quiet cloister or small block of flats 
can often, by means of a dog or wireless, 
ruin the amenities. In blocks of flats it 
is found that the ordinary clause in the 
tenants’ agreements that the tenant shall 
cause no unreasonable noise is difficult to 
uphold in the courts if complaints should 
be made, because of lack of well-defined 
standards; but it can be done by a 
tenants’ agreement having a _ clause 
whereby the use of wireless or gramophone 
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is prohibited except under written licence 
of the lessor. In practice this licence can 
be withdrawn if in the opinion of the lessor 
any tenant commits a nuisance. In 
London it has been found that tenants 
who desire quiet conditions will sign such 
agreements. I suggest that in every 
neighbourhoud unit there should be one 
or two quiet blocks where dogs are not 
permitted, and some such arrangement 
among tenants should be provided. For 
ordinary suburban housing the separating 
of houses by placing them alternately at 
opposite ends of the strip sites can some- 
times be arranged. Another method is to 
use garages as screens or baffle walls, or, 
again, by means of recessing alternate 
fronts. 

In regard to musicians, both professional 
and amateur, they would be helped by 
the proposal in Post-war Building Study 
No. 14, ‘‘ Sound Insulation and Acoustics,”’ 
that at least one living-room in every 
dwelling-house should have walls giving 
an insulation the equivalent of a 44-in. 
brick wall. Their case would also be 
helped by the including of a couple of 
practice-rooms in the new art community 
centres proposed by C.E.M.A. 

In the case of new civil airports, it was 
proposed some years ago by the Noise 
Abatement League that extensive exercise 
of zoning powers ought to accompany the 
decision on the siting of a new airport 
in order that houses shal] not be built 
near it. How near houses can be allowed 
must depend partly on the prevailing 
wind. Aeroplanes make unavoidable 
noise taking off into the wind, and if this 
brings them over houses, schools, hos- 
pitals at a relatively low height, serious 
complaints owing to noise can occur. 
Recommendation by the Noise Abatement 
League was made after inquiry into the 
case of a town where very considerable 
hardship had occurred, and strong repre- 
sentation had been made, 


ACOUSTICS 
DISCUSSION AT THE 1.A.A.S. 


Ar a meeting of the Incorporated Asso- 
ciation of Architects and Surveyors, held 
at 75, Eaton-place, S.W.1, on Saturday, 
March 24, Mr. C. W. Glover delivered an 
address on acoustics. Major F. W. Dean 
presided. The lecture was illustrated by a 
great number of lantern slides. 

Mr. Guover said that mistakes in archi- 
tectural acoustics were due to lack of 
appreciation of fundamentals. If designers 
understood fundamentals, it would gener- 
ally only be a matter of common sense, and 
the specialist would only have to be called 
in when special conditions arose. 

Questions were invited from the audi- 
ence. 

Tue CHAIRMAN asked what would be the 
ultimate position, so far as noise was con- 
cerned, in the many houses that had been 
repaired, where in place of lath and plaster 
and the old-fashioned construction of ceil- 
ings there were now various plaster boards 
and the like, which had received skins of 
hard plaster? Was it desirable, in the 
ultimate, to revert to the more sound- 
absorbent substances ? 

THE LECTURER : It seems to me that the 
acoustical effect of the newer treatment is 
not nearly so good as that of the older 
ones. On the other hand, if you have an 
absorbent ceiling made of insulated fibre- 
board and decorate straight on to that 
without using hard plaster, you get 


acoustic absorption and quieter conditions. 
The general tendency to-day seems to aim 
at hard interiors almost like hospital finish. 
We do not get the home treated in the 
same way as in the Victorian era, and if 
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we do not now have a carpet on the floor 
we ought to have a sound-absorbing ceil- 
ing to restore acoustical comfort. If people 
would adopt the acoustical ceiling, and not 
spoil it by hard plasters, they could retain 
the comfortable conditions. There is not 
much we can do in centrol, except, wher- 
ever possible, to use an absorbent ceiling. 

CoLoneL Cross said the further we got 
away from the natural processes of build- 
ing and the open-air theatre, the more 
trouble we brought upon ourselves. For 
example, the steel frame, with accompany- 
ing thin walls, had been introduced from 
the constructional point of view, but had 
invited trouble acoustically. We prepared 
hard surfaces for hygienic purposes in hos- 
pitals, and that also invited trouble. He 
was not sure that the way to treat noise 
was not by eliminating it at the source. 
What were the chances of eliminating 
sources of noise? 

THE LECTURER replied that the economic 
conditions of to-day had driven us away 
from the practice of building thick walls. 
The development of science had enabled 
us to build thin walls with safety, but such 
building had aggravated the problem of 
sound insulation, because the walls were 
now very transmissive of sound, Even if 
you used the best absorbents on a ceiling, 
you could only hope to reduce the noise 
in a room by ten or twelve decibels; so 
obviously the most effective plan was to 
suppress noise at its source. All manu- 
facturers were now aiming at silent mach- 
inery. Unfortunately, the energy lost in 
producing unwanted noise was minute, so 
that engineers had not devoted attention to 
it. If the noise of a dragging chain in the 
street represented a definite loss of ten or 
twelve horsepower, the chain would not be 
allowed to drag. 

Mr. Winton Lewis said with regard to 
reducing noise, could not a great deal be 
done from the town-planning point of view 
by setting back, by the width of streets 
and by open spaces? He had a question 
about ailing decorations. He believed 
that fifty years ago these were usually in 
soft plaster. Was fibrous plaster good for 
decorative effects? There was a plastic 
floor with rubber on it. This was to be 
laid on the solid floor. Would it be good 
for sound insulation? Then there was the 
question of walls. We had a floating floor, 
and could not the walls be of a kind where 
there was a double skin? 

THE LECTURER said he agreed with Mr. 
Winton Lewis on the first point. It was 
better to abrogate the noise at the source, 
and if you could not entirely do that, you 
should have some regard to acoustical 
effects in planning. It was one of the 
major claims of the town planner that he 
did this. Even in the detailed planning 
of a house, the obvious thing was to put 
the noise-producing part of the house 
where it would least interfere with the 
comfort of the occupant or his neighbours. 
As to a resilient floor surface, a rubber 
composition, or anything of the kind to 
reduce the sound of impact, was not nearly 
so effective as a floating floor. The insula- 
tion of the ordinary floor built according 
to the bye-laws was barely sufficient for 
air-borne sound, and certainly insufficient 
for impact noises. This remark applied 
also to the fire-resisting floors of a block 
of flats. Satisfactory acoustic conditions 
would only cost an additional five per cent. 
on the present cost of building, and very 
soon the public would demand silence as 
one of the amenities of the home. As to 
the external wall, if you anticipated a boy 
using a hammer on the outside wall, a 
floating wall was desirable; but usually an 
outside wall dealt only with air-borne 
sound, and a 9-in. brick wall had an insula- 
tion of something like sixty decibels. 

In reply to a further question by Mr. 
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Winton Lewis, the Lecturer said that 
what should be aimed at for sound absorp- 
tion in a ceiling was a plaster with a 
porous surface. Another point was that in 
Victorian days we used to have theatre 
decorations that consisted of cherubs, 
flowers, fruit, etc., and these were sizable. 
They were commensurate with the length 
of a sound wave; but the projections we 
had in modern decoration had hardly any 
effect on the dispersion of sound, except 
at high frequencies. Decorations up to 
12 in. were bound to be more efficacious 
than the flattish type of decorations we 
got now. 

Mr. H. H. B. Srewarr said he was 
concerned about construction. Cork and 
rubber were recommended for sound insu- 
lation, but both those materials were 
perishable. What happened to the float- 
ing floor when the insulating material 
perished, as it was bound to do in a few 
years? Similarly in the case of the mach- 
inery of a lift, he had had a great deal 
to do with this, and had hardly been able 
to think of anything to overcome the 
trouble. We were faced with the fact that 
if you overcame the noise with cork or 
rubber the material would perish in a few 
years. 

THE LECTURER replied that there was a 
special device of a resilient material com- 
pletely enclosed in a protective cover. For 
machinery a steel spring, properly de- 
signed, was the thing to use. 

Mr. Srewart: Is not steel a conductor 
of sound in itself? 

THE LECTURER replied that steel was a 
conductor of very high-frequency noises, 
but it would damp out the mechanical 
vibrations which often created noise at a 
point remote from the source of vibration. 
There had been cases where lift gear had 
been fixed rigidly on supporting beams, 
these resting rigidly on the steel frame. 
Vibration and noise had thereby been 
caused far from the source. You should 
deal with mechanical vibration with 
springs and isolate those with timber. 
Timber had a greater life than most syn- 
thetic materials. But there was one 
material designed especially for this pur- 
pose. It was made under very great pres- 
sure, and its tendency in use was not to 
pack down, but to loosen. The principal 
difficulty with most materials used for 
insulation was that they fatigued after a 
few years, and lost their insulating pro- 
perties. The material in question did not 
show that tendency, but it was not so 
permanent as ordinary building materials. 

In reply to a further. question, Mr. 
Gutover said that one of the principal 
enemies to the elastic properties of rubber 
was sunlight and air. He was informed 
that if rubber was kept enclosed in the 
dark it would last from ten to twenty 
years. 

Coronet Cross asked if sound insulation 
had been considered in the steel house? 

THE LECTURER replied that in the case of 
one of the steel houses he-had given advice. 
But sound-insulating precautions added 
expense, and were easily nullified by little 
mistakes. 

A question was asked whether Mr. 
Glover’s experience was that the architect 
tended to consult the expert at the begin- 
ning of his planning, or did he wait until 
after he had made a mistake? 

Mr. Gtover replied that there was a 
tendency for some architects to consult the 
expert at the beginning. In years gone by 
the whole subject of acoustics had been in 
the realm of conjecture, and in some 
aspects to-day the theory was not com- 
plete. But the work done in the last 
twenty years had established the subject 
on a sound and sure basis, and you could 
now design a building with the assurance 
of getting the desired acoustical result. 
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SCHEDULE OF CHARGES FOR BUILDING WORKS 


NORTH-WESTERN FEDERATION’S 
SCHEME. 

For some time past the question of es- 
tablishing a Regional Schedule of Charges 
for Daywork has been engaging the atten- 
tion of the North-Western Federation of 
Building Trade Employers. Hitherto 
local associations in the region have each 
maintained their own lists which have 
differed not only in amounts charged but 
also in method of assessing those amounts. 
This multiplicity of schedules has pro- 
duced confusion and suspicion in the minds 
of architects and clients. Further it was 
found impracticable to prepare a daywork 
list of prices due to constant fluctuations 
in the prices of materials. It was, there- 
fore, necessary to consider a new basis 
upon which the schedule should be based. 

The old practice consisted of adding a 
percentage to labour and materials to cover 
establishment charges and profit, but this 
was considered unsatisfactory for two 
reasons :— 

(1) Establishment charges represent a 
cost and it is misleading to confuse it with 
profit. 

(2) Establishment charges are mainly in- 
curred in managing labour, and as the pro- 
portion of labour to material is not con- 
stant it is equitable to compute the estab- 
lishment charges as a percentage of the 
total material and the labour prime cost. 

The special committee which was 
appointed to consider the matter therefore 
decided to adopt the principle that :— 

(1) In arriving at a basis of charge, pre- 
fit should be divorced from establishment 
charges. 

(2) Establishment charges should be met 
by a percentage on labour only and not on 
the total prime cost of labour and 
materials. 

The next stage was to obtain factual in- 
formation upon which to determine the 
percentage to be added to labour to cover 
establishment charges and for this pur- 
pose two professional accountants were 
employed to conduct an investigation into 
builders’ on-costs. Forms of questionnaire 
were issued to firms of varying categories 
and size and from the information thus 
obtained the committee was able to ascer- 
tain the average incidence of establish- 
ment charges to labour costs (figures 
taken from large and abnormal types of 
business were ignored). Having ascer- 
tained the average establishment cost it 
was necessary to consider and determine 
what is a reasonable profit, and in this con- 
nection a graduated scale of percentages 
was adopted. ; 

Upon this new basis a schedule has now 
been finally drafted and has been adopted 
for operation throughout the North- 
Western Region as from April 2, 1945. 
The new schedule of charges is shown be- 
low and copies can be obtained from 
the Secretary of the North-Western 
Federation of Building Trade Employers, 
National Buildings, St. Mary’s Parsonage, 
Manchester 3. 

It might be recorded that a similar 
method of daywork charge has been in 
operation in the Manchester area since 
June, 1942, and has given complete satis- 
faction from every point of view. 


THE SCHEDULE. 


The following is the text of the new 
regional schedule of charges. 


Foreword. 

The following schedule is for adoption 
where it is found impracticable to tender 
on a basis of estimate owing to conditions 


and uncertainty as to labour and material 
costs. It is devised on a basis of :— 

(a) A constant percentage on labour 
costs only, to cover establishment charges, 
and 

(b) A variable percentage added to total 


‘cost of labour and material for profit, 


according to the value of the work exe- 
cuted, as set forth in Schedule B. 


Conditions. 

The contractor shall direct, control, exe- 
cute the works expeditiously, and supply 
all materials, labour and plant, as eco- 
nomically as posible, consistent with the 
requirements as to quality of materials and 
workmanship and the completion of the 
work in a proper and satisfactory manner. 

The employer shall pay to the contractor 
all the costs properly incurred in connec- 
tion with the work as herein defined and 
in addition the profit, set forth in 
Schedule B. 

The contractor shall, if required, give 
facilities for the inspection by the client, 
or his agent, of all documents in respect 
to the costs upon which his charges are 
made, and render a statement showing the 
progressive cost of the work as far as it is 
ascertainable, and a final statement on 
completion of the work. 

Payments on account to be made 
monthly as rendered. Final payment to 
be made within one month after date of 
completion. 

Accounts are strictly net and where dis- 
counts are demanded, the account shall be 
increased to cover the discount required. 


Items to be Included in Prime Cost. 
Labour. — (a) Actual wages of all 
persons engaged in operative work, includ- 
ing site foremen. 
(5) Costs incurred in connection with 
payment for recognised holidays, sick pay 
up to one month in any year and attend- 
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Light Plant and Hand Tools to be pro- 
vided by the contractor, the cost being 
covered by the establishment charges. 

Any plant under this heading supplied 
to specialists to be charge for. 

Heavy Plant, mechanical or power 
plant, special tools, etc., to be charged in ~ 
accordance with Schedule C and included 
in the cost. 


Any item not covered by the schedule to 
be charged by arrangement. 

Consumable Plant, whether timber or 
steel, such as concrete sheeting and form- 
work, shoring, propping and strutting for 
buildings or excavations, etc., to be 
charged in the cost on an agreed basis for 
use and waste, or, alternatively, charged 
to the job and afterwards credited at an 
agreed price after allowing for loss and 
depreciation. 

Painters’ Brushes.—The increased cost 
of painters’ brushes to be charged for at 
the rate of 2$d. per hour. 

Haulage Costs, to be charged for at 
local rates. 

Site Insurances to be charged at cost. 

Site items such as cabins, huts, stores, 
hoardings, scaffolding (pole or tubular), 
sanitary equipment, temporary roadways, 
etc., to be charged by arrangement. 

Manufactured Work. — Articles pro- 
cessed or manufactured in cecntractors’ 
premises (including stonemasons’ yards) to 
be charged at lump sum prices, or where 
— is impracticable, on the following 

asis :— 


(1) Labour costs plus establishment 
charges as Schedule A with an additional 
10 per cent. to cover workshop overheads ; 

(2) Materials at cost. Such charges to 
be treated as purchases and included in 
the general prime cost. 

The use of woodworking machinery to 
be charged at the following rates :— 


For machines with motors up to 5h.p. — 5s. per hour 
” ” ” ” over 5 h.p. and 
up tol0 h.p. — 9s. 2d. 
” ” » over 10 h.p. and 
up to 15 h.p. — 12s. 6d. ,, 
” % 9 » over 15h.p. — 15s. ws 


ance at Day Technical School in accord- 
ance with the National Scheme of Appren- 
ticeship to be covered by a charge of 2d. 
per hour on the working time of appren- 
tices allocated to the contract. 


Establishment Charges on a percentage 
basis (as Schedule A) added to cost of 
labour only (as defined above) and such 
charges to include :— 

Contractor’s General Office Expenses ; 
General Supervision; Insurances—.e., 
Workmen’s Compensation, Third Party 
and Public Liability, Third Party Fire, 
Fire on Contractor’s Premises, War Risks, 
National Health, Pensions and Unemploy- 
ment (excluding special risks such as 
Silicosis, Demolition work, etc., which 
shall be charged to cost); use and waste 
of small plant, tackle and hand tools. 


Holidays with pay to be charged at the 
rate of 2 per cent. of the actual cost of 
labour as defined above. 

Travelling Expenses, lodging, and all 
labour allowances to be included at cost. 

All materials at market prices in 
accordance with quaniities supplied, less 
trade discounts. Cash discounts up to and 
including 5 per cent. not to be deducted. 

In the case of materials being supplied 
by the building owner, or his agent, the 
market price shall be ascertained and 
treated for profit under the heading of 
materials. 


Profit Percentage. 

Profit.—The percentage for profit in 
accordance with Schedule B to be added 
to the total cost of the work executed by 
the contractor and his sub-contractors. 

The principal contractor shall be paid an 
amount of 24 per cent. on the value of all 
work. executed by sub-contractors, nomi- 
nated sub-contractors and _ specialists, 
whether these are paid direct or otherwise. 


Terms. 
Scuepvute A. 
Hstablishment Charges.—To be added to 
labour costs only— 
All trades except plumber 335%, 
Plumber ‘ a .- 45 %, 


ScHEDULE B. 


Profit.—To be added to total cost of 
labour (including cost of apprentices), 
travelling expenses, lodgings, all labour 
allowances, establishment charges, holi- 
days with pay, painters’ brushes, 
materials, heavy plant, consumable plant, 
haulage, manufactured work, site insur- 
ances and site items :— 


Per cent. 
Up to £250 dee AGS 15 
Over £250 and up to £500 124 
», £500 ‘is £1,000 10 
» £1,000 : £2,500 ... 8 
» £2,500 ' £5,000... 6 
> £5,000 By arrangement. 
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The profit percentage to be determined 
by the total value of work carried out 
continuously on any one site in a period 
not exceeding three months. 

When work is carried out concurrently 
with a lump sum contract, the profit per- 
centage to be reduced by 2+ per cent. 

The profit percentage for sub trades to 
be determined by the percentage applic- 
able to the total cost of the works. 

Accounts to be rendered monthly. 


ScHEDULE C. 


Here follow details of plant hire charges 
which, in the main, are the charges set out 
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Trade subscriptions, Hospital contribu- 
tions, etc. 

Motor-car expenses, licence, insurance, 
repairs and depreciation. 

Small plant, tackle and hand tools-- 
Use and Waste. 
II.—MeEtTHoD oF RENDERING ACCOUNTS. 

The form in which accounts are 
rendered is left to the discretion of the 
contractor according to which method 
suits the organisation of his business, but 
the following will serve to illustrate the 
manner in which an account is built up in 
accordance with the schedule :— 

£ ones L'a d. 


Labour 
Actual Cost of Labour soe nee nee ihe ae 
AGG... 2035 per cent. to cover Establishment Charges as 


per Schedule A 


Materials, Travelling Expenses, Site Items, etc. 

Holidays with Pay (2 per cent, of actual cost of labour) 
Travelling expenses, lodging and all labour allowances ... 
Materials (less trade discount but including cash dis- 


counts) see aie nee a5 
Heavy Plant (as Schedule C) sae 
Consumable Plant (on agreed basis) 
Painters’ Brushes (2$d. per hour) ... 
Haulage (at local rates) 
Site Insurances , 


Site Items (cabins, huts, stores, scaffolding, etc.) 


Manufactured Work at Contractor’s premises. At agreed 


lump sum prices or alternatively 
Labour oe . 


Establishment Charges as per Schedule A plus 10 per 


cent. (i.e., 334 per cent. plus 10 per cent. = 434 

per cent.)... oes eee ose ote “ee eee 
Materials (less trade discount but including cash 

discounts) oe oats Sat af oe noe 
Machine time ......... DEAE 2.3. SEER 


Sub-Contractors’ Accounts 


(Cost plus Establishment Charges but not including 


Schedule B profit) - é 


Add Profit :— 
As Schedule B (............ per cent.)... ih 
On Sub-Contractors’ Accounts, 2} per cent. 





Total s 





in the Control of Rates of Hire of Plant THE FUTURE FOR BUILDING 


Order, 1941 (S.R. and O., 1941, No. 1,277). 


Notes. 
I.—EsTABLISHMENT CHARGES REFERRED TO 
In ScHepute ‘‘ A” INCLUDE :— 


Insurance. 
Workmen’s Compensation. 
Third Party and Public Liability. 
Third Party Fire. 
Fire on Contractor’s Premises. 
National Health and Pensions. 
Unemployment. 
War Risks Insurance on Stock. 


Head Office. 

Management and Staff Wages. 

General Supervision. 

Rent, Rates, and where property is 
owner-occupied, the Gross Schedule 
“A” assessment. 

Telephones and Postages. 

Services—Water, lighting, heating and 
cleaning. 

Advertising. 

Printing and Stationery. 

Bank Commission and Cheque Books. 


Audit and Legal Fees on _ trade 
account. 

Storekeeper. 

Compliance with Factory Acts and 


Building Regulations. 
Provision of First Aid Equipment. 


N.F.B.T.E. DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE. 
Mr. S. F. S. Hearper, the newly 
appointed Director of the National 


Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
in the course of a message of greeting 
which he has sent to all members of the 
Federation, says: ‘‘I realise that I have 
taken on a tough job. The Federation 
has difficult times ahead. It has been, is 
being, and will continue to be, criticised. 
I hope so, because the more constructive 
criticism we get the better. I can assure 
you, from my past knowledge, that the 
Federation has done more good work for 
its members in its negotiations with the 
Government than is, perhaps, generally 
recognised. There have been many occa- 
sions when the Government has been 
unwise enough to reject the views put 
forward by the Federation on your 
behalf! But the Federation’s representa- 
tions have often dissuaded the Govern- 
ment from adopting a policy which would 
have been even more distasteful to you. 

“‘The weight given by the Government 
to the advice of the Federation obviously 
depends on the number of members : of 
the Federation and on the extent to which 
those members are of the same mind. For 
the Federation’s view to have the maxi- 
mum effect all builders must belong to 
it; they must also be agreed on one 
policy. Every one of you will, I am sure, 
do his best to get all his non-federated 
friends to join the N.F.B.T.E. 
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“The next few years will raise even 
more difficulties for builders than those 
which have cropped up, and have been 
so successfully overcome, during the war. 
The Government will be faced with 
almost insoluble problems. I know full 
well from experience that no Government 
wishes, if it can avoid it, to impose on 
builders schemes which they do not like. 
The Government prefers co-operation, and 
always wishes, therefore, to get the view 
of builders on matters concerning them 
at the earliest—the preliminary—stages. 
But often they want to get those views 
quickly—that is the habit of Govern- 
ments! Federation must, therefore, have 
a machine which enables its leaders to 
give the Government advice, if necessary 
at short notice, with the sure knowledge 
that’ they will be loyally backed by the 
members. 

“There are three people mainly con- 
cerned in building—-the builder, the 
operative, and the customer. Here I 
should like to say how much I have ad- 
mired the way in which the Federation 
and the N.F.B.T.O. have co-operated for 
many years. That co-operation has been 
a model for all other industries. There 
will be plenty of building work for many 
years to come, and there is no reason why 
the work should not be so carried out 
that each of the three parties I have 
mentioned has a fair deal.” 


SMALLER CONTRACTS FOR 
TEMPORARY HOUSES 


Contracts for the erection of temporary 
houses are to be reduced from 200 to 50. 

As a result of representations from the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, the Ministry of Works has 
agreed that 50 houses shall in future be 
the normal basis of its contracts, except 
in cases where the 200 houses are to be 
erected on a single site. Single sites, it 
maintains, cannot be economically or effi- 
ciently sub-divided. 

The decision was notified to the Federa- 
tion in the following letter from Sir 
Hugh ‘ Beaver :— 

““T have to refer to your interview here 
at which you communicated to me for the 
information of my Minister the views of 
your Council in regard to the arrange- 
ments for the placing of contracts for 
the erection of temporary houses. You 
expressed the extreme alarm your Coun- 
cil feels as to the effect it would have on 
the building industry throughout the 
country, if, as you understood to be the 
intention, the practice adopted in Lon- 
don of fixing contracts on the basis of 
about 200 houses were to be generally 
followed. 

“Your representations have been care- 
fully considered and I have taken my 
Minister’s view; as a result I am to say 
that while in the interests of efficiency 
and speed of erection it is essential to 
have these houses erected by gangs who 
have opportunity to become used to the 
type of work, yet the maximum effort 
will be made to meet your Council’s 
point of view. Accordingly, except that 
a, single site cannot ordinarily be 
economically or efficiently sub-divided 
into separate contracts, the normal basis 
of our invitation to tender will be 50 
houses—and not 200. The.experience we 
have already shows that there is a very 
marked increase in efficiency, and de- 
crease in site hours, after a contractor 
has erected some dozens of houses, but 
it is hoped that the figure of 50 will 
give sufficient scope for the improved 
efficiency to be reflected in the costs. 

“IT am bound to emphasise that the 
objective is to erect the maximum num- 
ber of houses with the minimum amount 
of labour—in the shortest possible time; 
and if the present arrangements should 
fall short of our objective we would have 
to reconsider them.” 
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RENT CONTROL 


REPORT OF INTER-DEPARTMENTAL 
COMMITTEE. 


report—presented to Parliament 


mental Committee on Rent Control.* 


are necessary.” 


on one point by Councillor Hugh 
MacCalman (page 55). 


years. 


which houses are controlled. 
Rent Registers. — Local 


control, the rent to be registered being 


of the first letting thereafter. 


four part-time members paid by sessional 
fees, should be established to determine 
fair rents for controlled houses: the 
tribunals should adjust all disputed rents 
in their areas within three years and 
should deal first with rents which may 
vary most from the average for houses of 
the same class. 

Recovery of possession.—Landlords who 
let houses which they themselves occu- 
pied on September 1, 1939, and which 
they require for their own occupation 
should be entitled to obtain possession 
as of right, the Court having power to 
suspend the operation of the necessary 
order for not more than three months. 
Tenants who have sub-let their houses 
but have not given up their own tenancies 
should have a similar right. 

Control of Furnished Lettings.—Fur- 
nished lettings should be controlled, 
rents being determined by the rent 
tribunals and the tenants given security 
of tenure for a limited period, say, up 
to three. months. 

New Houses.—Houses built after the 
war should not be subject to control. 

Council Houses.—Houses built by local 
authorities under their Housing Act 
powers should continue to be excluded 
from control. 

Mortgages.—The provisions restricting 
the rate of interest on, and the calling 
up of, mortgages in England and Wales 
should be repealed. In Scotland the 
restrictions should be withdrawn com- 
pletely in certain cases and modified in 
others. re 

Premiums.—It should be made illegal 
to offer a premium for the tenancy of any 
controlled house as well as to require the 
payment of one. 

Enforcement of Repairs. — Tenanis 
should be able to deduct a percentage of 
the rent, on obtaining a certificate of dis- 
repair from ‘the local authority. 

Comprehensive Act.—The Rent Restric- 





tions Acts should be consolidated into 
one new comprehensive Act. 





*('md. 6621, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, 
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RapicaL changes in the present system 
of rent control are recommended in the 
on 
Thursday, April 19, by the Minister of 
Health (Mr. Henry Willink) ‘and the 
Secretary of State for Scotland (Mr. 
Thomas Johnston)—of the Inter-Depart- 


The committee, with Viscount Ridley 
as chairman, was appointed in November, 
1943, ‘‘to review the question of rent 
control, including the working of the 
Rent Restriction Acts, and to advise 
whether any, and if so what, changes 


The Report is signed by all the 15 
members of the committee, but there are 
reservations on several points by Mr. 
George Buchanan, M.P., and Alderman 
Charles Key, M.P. (see pages 52-54), and 

T. 


The recommendations of the committee 
are summarised on pages 49-51 of the 


Report. “The main recommendations 
are :— 
Continuation of Control—The new 


legislation should be framed in the expec- 
tation that rent control will continue to 
be necessary for ten years, but partial 
decontrol may be possible sooner and the 
situation should be reviewed in a few 
No change is proposed in the 
existing limits of rateable value within 


authorities 
should be required to set up and. main- 
tain registers of the rents of all houses 
in their area which are subject to rent 


that payable at the date of this report, or 


Tribunals.—Rent tribunals, consisting 
of a full-time paid chairman and two or 
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No general increase to meet increased 
cost of repairs is recommended by the 
committee, as “a flat rate percentage 
increase applied to all controlled houses 
would fail to achieve the fairness of rents 


at which we aim.” When building costs 
have become more stable a Technical 
Committee should be appointed to con- 
sider cost of repairs. 


Scope and System of Rent Control. 

The committee are satisfied that some 
form of rent control must continue for 
some years, and recommend that any new 
legislation should be framed in the ex- 
pectation that it may be necessary to last 
for ten years. In that period, some 
measure of decontrol may be possible and 
the situation should be reviewed again 
in a few years. (Paragraph 17.) 

The existing limits of rateable value 
within which houses are _ controlled 
should continue (i.e., £100 in the Metro- 
politan Police District, £75 in the rest of 
England and Wales, and £90 in Scotland). 
New houses built after the war should be 
excepted from control in order to impose 
no Ghetadie to the production of the large 
number of houses that will be required. 
Similarly, flats or tenements, constructed 
by the conversion of existing houses, 
should not be controlled unless the 
houses were controlled before conversion. 
(Paragraphs 18-21.) 

Houses built by local authorities under 
their Housing Act. powers and houses 
occupied by virtue of employment and 
not under a contract of tenancy should 
continue to be free from control. 

Houses owned by housing associations 
should remain controlled. (Paragraphs 

» 


Single Comprehensive Act Needed. 

The committee state: “‘ In our opinion 
it is urgently necessary that the present 
chaos of overlapping statutes should be 
replaced by a single comprehensive Act 
in which the whole law relating to rent 
control should be clearly set out.” 
(Paragraph 31.) 

The Report points out that two defects 
of the existing system, namely, the diffi- 
culty of ascertaining the standard rent, 
and the difference in the rents of similar 
houses, both arise from the standard rent 
being fixed at the rent payable on a speci- 
fied date. Considerable time, labour and 
money may. have to be expended in 
searching back into past records, possibly 
for 30 years or even longer, in order to 
ascertain the correct standard rent. The 
various provisions of the Acts relating 


to control, decontrol and recontrol have 
resulted in similar houses being brought 
under control at different dates and there- 
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for at different rents: thus houses of 
exactly the same kind in the same street 
often show wide discrepancies in rent. 

These anomalies “cause widespread 
and legitimate resentment, and we are 
satisfied that the time has come for a 
determined effort to remove them.” 
(Paragraph 34.) 


Register of Rents. 


In order that rents may be readily 
ascertainable, the committee recommend 
that every local authority should keep a 
register qpoording the rents actually being 
treated by the landlord and tenant as 
the current contractual rent at a par- 
ticular date, which the committee suggest 
should be the date of their report. Land- 
lords should be required to furnish the 
local authority with a statement of the 
rents being paid in respect of any con- 
trolled houses belonging to them, and 
the local authority should then notify the 
tenant that the rent will be entered in 
the register if he does not object that it is 
incorrect. If the tenant objects, the local 
authority should determine the correct 
trent to be registered. The rent should 
then be registered and remain the rent 
payable until it is legally altered. The 
register should be open to public inspec- 
tion and the landlord or tenant entitled, 
on payment of a small fee, to obtain an 
exact entry relating to his house. In 
Scotland current Valuation Rolls should 
be used as the basis for the preparation of 
the registers. (Paragraphs 36-39.) 

The committee recommend that the 
cost incurred by the local authority in 
establishing and maintaining the register 
should be reimbursed by the Exchequer: 
(Paragraph 40.) 


Rent Tribunals. 

“The incidence of the Rent Restric- 
tions Acts is so uneven that no simple 
formula can be devised which can be 
universally applied so as to produce fair 
rents.” (Paragraph 43.) 

The only solution, in the committee’s 
view, is rent tribunals, whose appoint- 
ment they therefore recommend. These 
should be lay bodies, but should be able 
to employ qualified experts and should 
be appointed by the Minister of Health 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland. 
(Paragraph 50.) 

Each tribunal should consist of a paid 
ehairman, devoting his whole time to the 
work, and two or four members acting on 
a part-time basis and paid sessional fees. 
The expenses of the tribunal should be 
met by the Exchequer. The tribunal 
should, on application, decide what is a 
fair rent for furnished or unfurnished 
lettings, having regard to all the circum- 
stances, including the situation of the 
premises, the accommodation, amenities, 
furniture or services to which the tenant 
is entitled, the expenditure necessarily 
entailed on the parties under the terms 
of the tenancy agreement and the general 
level of rents of comparable houses in the 
district which are kept in good repair. 
In the case of a sub-tenancy, the tribunal 
should take into account the rent payable 
by the sub-lessor, the amount of the 
accommodation and any additional wear 
and tear due to the sub-letting. (Para- 
graph 55.) 

When the rent has been determined 
the tribunal should notify the local 
authority so that the register of rents 
may be adjusted. (Paragraph 61.) 

This also spores to sub-tenancies, the 
rents of which have been determined bv 
the tribunal but otherwise such rents 
should not be registered. (Paragraph 
110.) 


230 Tribunals May Be Necessary. 

The number of tribunals required will 
be for the Ministers concerned to decide, 
but the committee estimate that about 
200 may -be necessary for England and 


ant and 30 for Scotland. (Paragraphs 
64-67. 
Tribunals cannot adjust all rents 


within their areas immediately, but they 
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slrould be able to do so within three years 
and should arrange their business so as 
to deal first with the most urgent cases; 
that is, those that show the widest varia- 
tion from the average. The number of 
applications may be expected to diminish 
after the Tribunals have been operating 
for some time, and the number of 
tribunals could probably then be reduced. 

“We trust that tribunals will inapize 
confidence in the public and that their 
proceedings will be conducted in an 
informal atmosphere so that the parties 
will not feel it necessary to incur the 
expense of professional assistance in pre- 
senting their cases.” (Paragraph 51.) No 
fees should therefore be charged, not 
costs awarded. The hearings of tribunals 
should be held in public and their awards 
made public. ; ‘ 

The committee do not think it prac- 
ticable to aim at uniformity of rent levels 
throughout the country, but neighbour- 
ing tribunals should confer so as to avoid 
undue discrepancies in levels. (Para- 


graph 71. 


Increases in Rents. 

The committee recommend that the 
present permitted increases, namely, any 
inereases in the rates (in Scotland, occu- 
pier’s rates) payable by the landlord and 
& per cent. annually of the cost of im- 
provements or structural alterations, 
should be continued. The committee also 
recommend that landlords, on giving due 
notice, should be entitled to recover any 
increase in rates from the beginning of 
the rating period or for the six weeks pre- 
ceding the notice, whichever is_ the 
shorter period. The tenant should have 
a similar right to recover any overpay- 
ment of rates in similar circumstances. 
(Paragraph 72-75.) 

Landlords should be encouraged to 
carry out desirable improvements, and 
the committee recommend that a pro- 
posed improvement should not be stulti- 
fied by a minority of unwilling tenants. 
In such cases, the dissentient minority 
should bear their share of the increase in 
respect of any essential external work. 
(Paragraph 75.) Tribunals should also 
have power to award an increase of rent 
to meet any increase in the cost of ser- 
vices such as cleaning, hot water, central 
heating, lifts, which a landlord is under 
contract to provide. (Paragraph 81.) 


No General Increase to Meet Cost of 
Repairs. 1 
The Report states that while there is 
no doubt that the cost of repairs and 
maintenance has increased since 1939, 
the committee have had great difficulty 
in obtaining sufficient accurate informa- 
tion about costs. By 1943 coste had risen 
approximately to the level prevailing in 
1920: there have been increases since 1943 
but no certainty that costs will continue 
at the present level. In 1920, increases 
in the rents of controlled houses were per- 
mitted amounting to 40 per cent. of the 
1914 net rent, and these increases have 
been payable by the tenant since, so long 
as the house remained controlled. Many 
of these older houses became decontrolled 
before 1939, the almost invariable result 
being an increase in rent. New houses 
built sinee 1920 have a been let 
at much higher rents than these older 
houses. ; f 
The committee conclude that “in view 
of the different levels of rents prevailing 
a flat rate percentage increase applied in- 
discriminately to all controlled houses 
would fail to achieve the fairness of rents 
at which we aim, and would merely have 
the effect of perpetuating and exaggera- 
ting the disparities and anomalies that 
now exist, instead of removing them.” 
(Paragraph 79.) Nor do they think they 
could recommend a higher rate of in- 
crease for the older houses. They have, 
moreover, received evidence that the per- 
mitted increase has not been applied to 
the purpose for which it was intended, 
and while they do not think that that 
criticism by any means applies to all 
landlords, it does not seem right to give 
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any increase for repairs without any cer- 
tainty that it will be spent on repairs. 
The committee therefore do not recom- 
mend any general increase in rents to 
meet the increased cost of repairs. They 
think that if the tribunals remove 
anomalies and aim at reaching a level of 
rents at which repairs are possible, a 
considerable measure of fairness will 
have been attained. By that time, say, 
three years, it may be that building costs 
will also have become stable, and the 
committee recommend that a technical 
committee should then be appointed to 
A ee on the cost of repairs. (Paragraph 


Enforcement of Repairs. 

The committee point out that the pro- 
vision enabling a tenant to withhold the 
40 per cent. permitted increase in the rent 
of an old control house on obtaining a 
sanitary certificate from the local 
‘authority and provided the condition of 
the house is not due to his default, does 
not apply to houses. brought under 
control by the 1939 Act. Since the dis- 
tinction between old and new control 
houses will disappear if the committee’s 
recommendations are adopted, they re- 
commend that the same _ percentage 
deduction should be allowed from the 
rent of all controlled houses if the tenant 
obtains a certificate of disrepair. The 
deduction should be 30 per cent., which 
is roughly equivalent to the withholding 
of the 40 per cent. increase. A period for 
appeal to the County Court should be 
allowed before the deduction can become 
effective. (Paragraphs 84 and 85.) 


Recovery of Possession. 

The committee recommend an impor- 
tant alteration in the existing law relating 
to the recovery by a landlord of 
possession of a house for his own occupa- 
tion. Under the existing law the Court 
must consider all the circumstances and 
must not grant the order if it will cause 
greater hardship to do so than to refuse 
it. Many owners who occupied their own 
houses up to and after the beginning of 
the war have had to leave and let them 
in consequence of the war, for service in 
the Forces, by transfer to war work, by 
dispersal of business offices and _ staffs 
and by evacuation. 
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The committee think that while public 
opinion would strongly support the grant- 
ing of an absolute right of possession to 
returning members of the Forces,’ justi- 
fiable resentment would be caused if a 
similar privilege were denied to other 
owners who had been compelled to leave 
their homes. They therefore recommend 
that owners who require for their own 
occupation houses which they themselves 
occupied on September 1, 1939, should be 
enabled to recover possession as of right 
on application to the Court, but that the 
Court should have power to suspend the 
operation of the order for a period not 
exceeding three months if the circum- 
stances appear to the Court to make it 
just to do so. A similar right should be 
conferred on a tenant who has sub-let 
the whole or — of his house but has 
kept in force the tenancy granted him by 
bod head landlord. (Paragraphs 91 and 
ES should also be able to 
recover possession for a limited period to 
carry out general repair and reconstruc- 
tion when the local authority certify that 
that that is necessary for the purpose, on 
proof that other accommodation is avail- 
able to the tenant while the work is in 
progress. (Paragraph 94.) 

The committee further recommend that 
the Court should have power to grant an 
order for possession, on the certificate of 
the County Agricultural Committee (in 
Scotland the Secretary of State) where 
the person for whose occupation a house 
is wanted is engaged in some occupation 
essential to the well-being of the rural 
community and that it is essential for 
him to live in the area. (Paragraph 95.) 


Furnished Lettings. 

The existing law enables the County 
Court to declare a rent excessive and to 
order any excess to be refunded to the 
tenant if it yields a profit in excess of 
the normal profit, that being the profit 
which might have been expected from a 
similar letting on September 1, 1939, for 
new control houses or August 3, 1914, in 
the case of old control houses. In the 
latter case, 25 per cent. may be added. A 
person who charges a rent which is extor- 
tionate is liable to a penalty not exceed- 
ing £100, and local authorities in England 
and Wales, but not in Scotland, have 
poet to prosecute for an offence of this 

ind. Tenants of furnished lettings are 
not protected by the Acts against eviction. 

The effect of the present housing short- 
age on furnished lettings has been 
intensified by the severe shortage and 
high price of furniture and household 
equipment. The result has been a rise 
in rents in some parts of the country 
which might have been greater but for 
the existing powers. The committee are, 
however, satisfied on the evidence pro- 
duced that these powers are inadequate to 
control the rents of furnished lettings 
effectively. Certain means of fixing maxi- 
mum rents were suggested, such as the 
rent of the premises unfurnished plus a 
prescribed percentage of that rent, or of 
the gross value, but *‘ furnished ”’ lettings 
vary so greatly in the amount and quality 
of the furniture provided that no fixed 
increase of this kind could apply witb 
equal fairness to all lettings.” (Para- 
graph 144.) 

The committee recommend that control 
should be effected by a scheme on the 
lines of the Rent of Furnished Houses 
Control (Scotland) Act, 1943. This Act 
provides for the fixing of rents of houses 
or parts of houses let furnished or with 
services without limitation by rateable 
value, by tribunals appointed by the 
Secretary of State. Either party, land- 
lord or tenant, may apply for a determi- 
nation of rent and the local authority 
may also refer cases. The tribunal may 
approve or reduce a rent, and when a 
decision has been given the rent is 
entered in a register kept by the tribunal 
and open to public inspection. (Para- 
graph 146.) f 

The committee recommend that the 
Scottish scheme, with certain modifica- 
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tions, should be applied to Great Britain. 
and that the tribunals whose appoint- 
ment they recommend for the determina- 
tion of the rents of unfurnished lettings 
should also determine the rents of fur- 
nished lettings. Any question whether a 
jetting was in fact furnished or unfur- 
nished should be settled by the tribunal. 
(Paragraph 148 and 149.) 

The committee recommend a limited 
form of protection against eviction. They 
say that furnished lettings may broadly 
be divided into ‘“‘ commercial ” lettings of 
flats or rooms, provided and run as a 
business proposition, and ‘“ domestic” 
lettings where the householder lets out a 
few rooms or a single room temporarily 
to increase the family income or to make 
available accommodation not in use and 
they recognise that to confer an un- 
limited right of security of tenure on 
tenants of furnished lettings ‘“ would 
have the unfortunate consequence of dry- 
ing up the supply of domestic lettings.” 
The committee note that this question 
was fully debated on the Scottish Bill 
when an amendment to confer security 
of tenure was defeated by a large 
majority. They think, however, that 
some proteetion for the tenant is de- 
sirable, and recommend that “save in 
exceptional cases some limited security of 
tenure be given, and that in ordinary 
cases after an application to the Tribunal 
the tenant shall be entitled to retain 
possession of the premises until the 
expiry of three months from the date of 
the hearing (or such shorter period as 
the tribunal may order, having regard to 
the circumstances of the case and the 
agreement subsisting between the parties) 
upon condition that the rent assessed by 
the tribunal is duly paid and the other 
terms of the contract observed.” 
graph 151.) 


Premiums. 

The penalty for charging a premium 
should apply to all controlled houses, in- 
cluding those let for 14 years or more, 
which are at present excepted; and offers 
of premiums, which are as undesirable as 
demands for premiums, should also 


subject to a _ penalty. (Paragraphs 
102-105. ) 
Mortgages. 


The report states that the small amount 
of evidence received on the subject of 
mortgages was in favour of the removal 
of the restrictions in England and Wales. 
Rates of interest are at present low, and 
money available from many sources for 
investment in mortgages at the same or 
lower rate of interest. The committee 
accordingly recommend that the present 


restrictions should be removed. (Para- 
graphs 106-107.) 
Rural Housing. 

The evidence submitted shows the 


generally the level of rents in rural areas 
is lower than in urban areas, and the 
return frequently so low that the land- 
lord cannot afford to do repairs. They 
accordingly recommend that tribunals, 
when considering an application in 
respect of a house in a rural area, should 
satisfy themselves that the rent awarded 
is sufficient to enable the house to be 
maintained in good repair. (Paragraph 
152.) They also recommend that rent 
tribunals should decide for County Wages 
Committees the deductions to be made 
irom wages for the occupation of tied 
cottages. (Paragraph 153.) 


Application to Scotland. 

The committee consider that the needs 
of Scotland can be adequately met in the 
new consolidated legislation suggested by 
them without the necessity of a separate 
Act. (Paragraph 156.) 

The committee make no recommenda- 
tion regarding an increase in rents to 
tecoup owners for the increase in owner’s 
tates since 1920, a subject which has 
kugaged the attention of previous Rent 
Restrictions Committee. In reaching 
their decision they have taken account of 
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the considerations of the previous com- 
mittees, particularly the previous Ridley 
Committee and the recommendation 
made by the Scottish Rating and Valua- 
tion Committee, which recently reported 
that owners’ rates on house property 
should not in future exceed their present 
level. (Paragraphs 157-9.). The com- 
mittee do not recommend the same com- 
plete removal of restrictions on heritable 
bonds in Scotland as they do for mort- 
gages in England and Wales; in certain 
cases the restrictions should be com- 
pletely removed, for the rest, power 
should be vested in the Sheriff to suspend 
the calling up of the bond or to impose 
conditions as regards its repayment. 
(Paragraph 162.) 


Other Recommendations. 

The committee make a number of other 
recommendations, including the follow- 
ing :— 

Sub-letting.—The existing law requiring 
the tenant to furnish particulars to land- 
lords under pain of a penalty should 
continue, but the provisions relating to 
apportionment are unnecessary, as the 
rent tribunals can determine fair rents. 
(Paragraphs 108-110:) 

Joint User of Rooms.—The committee 
refer to the recent Neal v. Del Soto case 
decided in the Court of Appeal, and sug- 
est that if their interpretation of the 
decision is correct, namely, that a letting 
involving joint user of a substantial pro- 
portion of the house is outside the Acts, 
the law should make this clear: in such 
cases the tenant should be granted 
security of tenure for a limited time. 
(Paragraph 111.) 

Powers of Local 
should continue as at present. 


Authorities.—These 
In addi- 


tion, local authorities should be able to 


give information about procedure regard- 
ing applications to Tribunals, and to re- 
fer cases concerning furnished lettings to 
(Paragraphs 112-115.) 

Rent Books.—Landlords of controlled 
houses let on tenancies (except service 
tenancies) for not more than one month 
in England and Wales or three months 
in Seotland should be required to provide 
a rent book. (Paragraph 116-121.) 

Overpayments of Rent.—The existing 
law enabling a tenant to recover excess 
rent paid in the previous two years 
should continue, and any landlord who 
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can be shown knowingly to have charged 
a rent in excess of the recoverable rent 
should be liable to a penalty. (Para- 
graphs 122-123.) 

Jurisdiction Under the Acts.—This 
should be vested exclusively in the 
County Courts. (Paragraph 135.) 


Mr. George Buchanan, M.P., and Alder- 
man Charles W. Key, M.P., dissent from 
the recommendations of the committee on 
a number of points. Their reservations 
(pages 52-54) may be summarised as 
follows :— 

_Houses Built After the War.—If, as is 
likely, the Government control both the 
supply and the price of house-building 
materials, the rents of post-war houses 
should also be controlled for at least five 
years after the end of the war. Absence 
of control will enable advantage to be 
taken of the housing shortage to charge 
excessive rents. Councillor MacCalman 
also considers that post-war houses 
should be controlled. 

Houses Built by Local Authorities.— 
There is no reason in logic or fairness 
for treating differently houses privately 
owned and those owned by a public body. 
While there is no evidence that local 
authorities have treated their tenants un- 
fairly these tenants should have the same 
protection against eviction as other 
tenants. As regards rents, the appoint- 
ment of rent tribunals should ensure fair- 
ness all round. 

Agricultural Tied Cottages and Service 
Houses.—Mr. Buchanan and Alderman 
Key strongly recommend that houses 
occupied by farm workers, other than 
men in charge of stock, should be con- 
trolled. It is no longer absolutely neces- 
sary for the farm worker to live at the 
place of work and rent control, by giving 
protection against eviction, will obviate 
the persecution and harshness of treat- 
ment which are alleged often to have 
taken place. 

Recovery of Possession by Owners of 
Houses for Their Own Occupation.—Mr. 
Buchanan and Alderman Key consider 
that the recommendation of the com- 
mittee in favour of granting possession 
to owners who have let the houses the 
occupied and want to return to them, will 
result in great complications and unfair- 
ness. There will be rival claims of Ser- 
vicemen against Servicemen; civilians 
against Servicemen; childless couples 
and even single person families against 
large families. These can only fairly be 
settled by the Courts on the basis of the 
existing law of “ greater hardship” and 
“we therefore recommend no alteration 
in the present law.” 

Removal of the Restrictions on the Rate 
of Interest on, and Calling Up of, Mort- 
gages (in Scotland, Bonds).—It is not fair 
or proper to remove these restrictions 
while retaining rent control. In view of 
the lower rates of interest on Government 
securities, steps should be _ taken . to 
reduce the rate of interest on mortgages. 
If the calling up of mortgages is allowed 
many owners will be unable to find the 
money and will be forced into bank- 
ruptcy. The passing of property from 
owner to bond-holder will bring no 
benefit to the tenant whose welfare in 
the past, particularly in Scotland, has 
often been a secondary consideration to 
“ots Emer of interest on mortgage or 
yond. 


A Walipaper Exhibition. 

Mr. Ernest Bevin, Minister of Labour, 
will open an exhibition of historical and 
British wallpapers at the Suffolk Galleries, 
London, open from May 8 to 29. Mr. 
T. A. Fennemore, director of the Central 
Institute of Art and Design, under whose 
auspices the exhibition is being held, 
states that: ‘‘ Wallpaper decoration was 
killed four years ago by the world’s most 
notorious house-painter. It now returns 
to, give attractiveness to the prefabricated 
houses.’ 
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BUILDING APPRENTICESHIP 
(Continued from page 333.) 

these, no fewer than 66,723 went to the 
Forces. Something had to be done for 
these men, as and when they returned. 
Many would want to resume their 
apprenticeship. Others might prefer to 
take an intensive course of training, 
especially if that would enable them to 
complete their apprenticeship within a 
shorter period, and at the same time to 
gain further knowledge and experience of 
their craft. It was desirable that such 
courses should be open to them, but it 
was agreed that neither the courses pre- 
pared for new entrants to the industry 
under the special adult training scheme, 
nor those offered for apprentices at tech- 
nical institutions before the war, would 

quite suitable. A modified course 
would ‘be necessary, which would need to 
be worked out in detail, and training 
given accordingly. 

‘‘Clearly the success of our ideas of 
good apprenticeship depends a great deal 
upon an adequate force of teachers being 
available. In our view it is essential that 
consultation between local education com- 
mittees and joint apprenticeship commit- 
tees should take place and a start be 
made with the training of such suitable 
craftsmen as are now available for the 
conduct of junior building courses. The 
provision of sufficient teachers and in- 
structors for senior courses is a matter of 
even more vital import. Unless such 
careers are made sufficiently attractive to 
men of high standard of ability and 
qualifications we shall not get them.” 


EMERGENCY TRAINING SCHEME 
BEGUN AT BOURNEMOUTH 


Nationat history was made at Bourne- 
mouth last week when, on a site at 
Kinson, the Mayor dug the first turf of 
a plot where four pairs of houses are to 
be built under the Emergency Apprentice- 
ship Training Scheme for. the Building 
Industry. The work will be done by 
boys from the Bournemouth Junior Build- 


ing School under craft instructors. The 
apprentice master is Messrs. Symes, 
Chisham and Saunders. Local Joint 


Apprenticeship Committees throughout the 
country have been encouraged to operate 
the scheme, and Bournemouth is to be 
congratulated on being the first town 
actually to begin operations, though plans 
are in an advanced stage at Chatham, 
Norwich, Basingstoke, Rotherham, Chel- 
tenham, Reading, Exeter and Cardiff. In 
all, 409 boys are engaged on 113 houses. 

At the inaugural ceremony, which was 
attended by members of the Housing and 
Education Committees and Council offi- 
cials, together with representatives of 
the building employers and operatives, 
the chairman of the Housing Committee 
said that final permission to go ahead 
was received only two days previously, 
and the Housing Committee at its meet- 
ing that day had decided to proceed im- 
. mediately. Not only would houses be 
built under this scheme, but even more 
important was the fact that the boys 
engaged on the work would receive know- 
ledge and instruction in building opera- 
tions on new work, the first of its kind 
for over five years. ‘‘ We feel that the 
boys will be proud to be the first builders 
of houses in the post-war scheme,” he 
added. 

Each of the boys at the end of the 
scheme will be transferred to other local 
employers under the authority of the 
Local Joint Apprenticeship Committee, to 
complete their five-year apprenticeship, 
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properly indentured under the National 
Scheme. In the meantime they will have 
an opportunity of gaining experience in 
all trades, for when work in their own 
trade is not available they will be re- 
quired to assist in other directions. 

The Local Joint Apprenticeship Com- 
mittee is responsible for supervising the 
training of the boys, and its members 
have taken a keen interest in the scheme, 
particularly its chairman, Mr. Shears, 
ensuring an early commencement of the 


work. 
IN PARLIAMENT 


London’s Local Government. 

Mr. G. HutcHINnson asked the Minister 
of Health whether he was now in a posi- 
tion to announce the names of the 
persons appointed to inquire into certain 
aspects of local government within the 
County of London foreshadowed in the 
recent White Paper on Local Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. WILLINK said he was glad to inform 
the House that Lord Reading had agreed 
to act as chairman of the committee. The 
terms of reference of the committee 
would be as follows :— 

“To examine and review the number, 
size and boundaries of the Metropolitan 
boroughs and the distribution of func- 
tions between the London County Council 
on the one hand and the Common 
Council of the City of London and the 
Metropolitan Borough Councils on the 
other, and to make recommendations.” 
The following were the names of the 
members: Mr. R. H. Adcock, C.B.E., Sir 
E. R. Forber, K.C.B., C.B.E., Alderman 
G. S. Lindgren, J.P., and Alderman Mrs. 
0. H. Paterson, O.B.E. 


B.1. Fair. 

Replying to Mr. Entis SMitH, MR. 
SPENCER SUMMERS said that as his pre- 
decessor announced, advice was being 
sought from the British Industries Fair 
Exhibitors’ Advisory Commiffee as to the 
earliest date at which it would be prac- 
ticable and desirable to hold the next 
Fair. There were many’ difficult problems 
which must limit the effectiveness of any 
Fair held at a short interval after the 
end of the European war. The impor- 
tance of an early decision regarding a 
Fair in 1946 was fully appreciated and he 
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hoped that it might be forthcoming in 
the near future. f 


Training Scheme. 

Mr. Ness Epwakps asked the Minister 
of Labour what steps were being taken 
in South Wales to develop the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Scheme; ij 
any such training centres were to be 
established in South Wales; and, if so, 
in what town, 

Mr, BEVIN said he was proposing to 
open Training Centres in the Cardiff and 
Swansea districts for the training of men 
in the building trades. As regarded the 
scheme for training apprentices on 
special building works it was for the 
Local Joint Apprenticeship Committee oj 
the building industry to initiate such a 
scheme in its own locality. He under. 
stood from the Minister of Works that no 
application had yet been received from 
any Joint Apprenticeship Committee in 
South Wales, but a number of. Joint 
Apprenticeship Committees were known 
to be giving preliminary consideration 
to the scheme. 


War Damage. ' 

Mr. Krrsy asked the Minister of 
Labour whether he would. having te- 
gard to the improved war situation and 
with a yiew to hastening the repair of 
war-damaged houses and the building of 
new ones, cause the early release from 
the armed forces of all Toes and men 
who were formerly engaged in the build- 
ing industry. 
_Mr. BEVIN said it would not be pos- 
sible to release all officers and men 
formerly employed in the building in- 
dustry without seriously impairing the 
efficiency of the Armed Forces for the 
tasks they had still to perform. As many 
as could now be spared had already been 
released for bomb-damaged repairs and 
the ye programme, and the maxi- 
mum number of building workers con- 
sistent with the principles of the Release 
Scheme would be included in the Class 
B releases after the end of the European 
war, 


Private Enterprise. 

Str HERBERT WILLIAMS asked the Minis- 
ter of Health when he intended to issue 
to private enterprise builders a circular 
similar to that issued on April 6 to local 
authorities, under reference 66/45. 

MR. WILLINK said that the conditions 
on which it would be possible in the 
emergency period to entertain proposals 
for house building by private persons or 
bodies were under immediate considera- 
tion and he intended to issue full guid- 
ance when the proposed ligislation t 
authorise the payment of Exchequer sub- 
sidy on privately constructed houses was 
introduced, 


A.A. Staff with Sir F. Pile. 

Mr, BELLINGER asked the Minister of 
Works what other staff of Anti-Aircrait 
Command besides General Sir Frederick 
Pile were to be employed by his Minis. 
try to assist Sir Frederick Pile. 

Mr. Sanpys: One Brigadier and one 
Junior Commander A.'I'S. 


The Repair Limit. 

Mr. Woorton-Davies asked the Minis 
ter of Works what decision he had 
reached upon the protest of the Nationa! 
Federation of Building Trades Employer: 
against the extension of the £10 repair 
limit to the country as a whole. 

Mk, SANDYs said he was in touch witli 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers and would shortly be 
sending them a considered reply upo! 
the various issues which they had raise 
in their communication. 


Aluminium Houses. 

In reply to a question by SiR GEOFFREY 
ManvDerR, Mr, SANDys said that the num: 
ber of aluminium houses to be produce 
would depend on the rate of deliveries, 
which could not as yet be accurately fore; 
cast. The terms of the contract were now 
in course of negotiation with the manu} 
facturers, 
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FEDERATION OF PAINTING 
CONTRACTORS 


FORMATION OF CONFEDERATION OF 
MASTER PAINTERS. 


Tue formation of a Confederation of 
Master Painters, comprising the three 
national painting organisations of Eng- 
land, Scotland and Wales, was announced 
at a luncheon at the Connaught Rooms, 
preceding the fourth annual general meet- 
ing of the Federation of Painting Con- 
tractors, on April 18. The guest of 
honour was Sir Geoffrey Mander, M.P. 

Tue Presment (Mr. W. J. B. Clark), 
who proposed the toast of ‘‘ The Guests,” 
said that it was time the Ministry of 
Health looked into the appalling condi- 
tions of the average factory, and also of 
the theatre and cinema. Hundreds of 
cinemas had not seen a brush of paint 
for ten years or more. He recognised 
that housing must be given priority in 
post-war work, but felt that hospitals, 
schools, factories and churches should 
receive early attention. ‘‘ The £10 limit 
should be abandoned immediately,” de- 
clared the speaker, ‘‘ because local autho- 
tities are incompetent to exercise dis- 
cretionary powers as to which classes of 
building should be given licences up to 
the £100 limit, and as a result much 
decorative work of an important nature 
is lagging behind.’””’ The method by 
which bomb damage work was being 
carried out was nothing less than a scan- 
dal. Certain trades had _ prepared 
schedules and that method worked econo- 
mically. But much of the building was 
costing double or more because of lack of 
supervision. The Federation’s schedule, 
if generally adopted, would save not only 
thousands of man-hours but also £ s. d. 

Sm Grorrrey MAnperR, who responded, 
complimented the Federation on getting 
the Confederation into being. The 
Government was going to deal for some 
years with industrial bodies, and it liked 
to deal with a responsible organised body. 
He was glad also to know that co-opera- 
tive research was being undertaken be- 
tween painting contractors, paint manu- 
facturers and paint sprayers. ‘‘ Paint is 
a key industry,” said Sir Geoffrey, ‘‘ and 
all types of buildings require protection; 
there should be work for many years to 
come. If the paint industry can make 
suggestions how to cut down costs and 
improve the standard of protection, it 
would be a good thing.”’ 

It had been suggested that controls 
should go with the end of the war. He 
suggested that labour control would be 
modified only with the end of the Japa- 
nese war. Control of the price and supply 
of materials was likely to be continued, 
and possibly there would be control ot 
capital issues in the national interest to 
prevent luxury building until such time 
as essential work was completed. As for 
demobilisation, there would be many men 
released under Category ‘‘ A,’’ but if the 
number was insufficient, he suggested the 
Federation should approach the Minister 
of Labour for release of men in Category 
““B.” He felt the Government would 
welcome the drawing up of some syllabus 
for apprenticeship in the paint industry. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Timber Control Appointment. 

Tue Timber Control Department of the 
Ministry of Supply announce that as 
from November 1, 1944, Mr. A. D. Wood 
has been appointed Deputy Assistant 
Controller in charge of the Technical 
Plywood Section at Maidenhead in suc- 
cession to Mr. A. H. Scroggs. 
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““THE BUILDER.” 
PRICES AND WAGES 


Until further notice and in order to 
devote more space to news, The Builder 
copyright “Prices Current of Materials” 
will be given in the first issue of each 
month only. Current changes will be 
given weekly as they occur. Rates of 








wages normally will appear each week. 





LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(BOUNDARY COMMISSION) 
BILL 


Tue Local Government (Boundary 
Commission) Bill presented to Parliament 
recently by the Minister of Health, Mr. 
Willink, is intended to give effect to 
proposals in the White Paper on Local 
Government During the Period of Re- 
construction (Cmd. -6579). 

The Bill provides for the setting up of 
machinery for.a comprehensive review of 
local government areas in England and 
Wales outside London. For this purpose 
it is proposed to constitute a Local 
Government Boundary Commission con- 
sisting of a chairman, deputy chairman, 
and three other members. This would be 
an executive body, invested with powers 
embracing the existing powers of County 
Councils and the Minister of Health in 
relation to county reviews. The creation 
and extension of county boroughs, and, 
in proper cases, the reduction of status of 
a small county borough, and the union of 
county boroughs and of some of the 
smaller counties would be within the 
scope of the Commission; but the exer- 
cise of these latter powers would be sub- 
ject to Parliamentary review. It is pro- 
posed that the Commission should operate 
subject to regulations embodying general 
principles for their guidance and pre- 
scribing their procedure. The regulations 
would be made by the Minister of Health 
and would require approval by each 
House of Parliament. 

Clause 2 enumerates the powers of the 
Commission as to the alteration of boun- 
daries, the union and division of areas, 
and the constitution of new urban and 
rural districts (which are similar to those 
of the Minister of Health under the Local 
Government Act, 1933), and in relation to 
the constitution or extension of county 
boroughs, and the reduction of county 
boroughs to non-county borough status. 
The Commission will not be empowered 
to convert a borough into an urban or 





AnD tg 
ye "Vp, 





ow 







\ 

» 
~ 
7 
as 
= 
¢ 


~233 =e utd 





343 


rural district. This clause forbids the 
creation of county boroughs in Middlesex. 

Clause 3° provides in effect that the 
Commission must review an area when- 
ever directed so to do by the Minister or 
if they themselves think it desirable. 
They must also review a county borough 
if asked to do so by the county or county 
borough council concerned, and must re- 
view a county district if asked to do so 
by the council of the county in which the 
district lies. Further, if the council of a 
borough with a population of 100,000 or 
upwards so request, they must consider 
the question of conferring on it county 
borough status. 

The Minister will have power to direct 
the Commission to give priority to any 
area or class of areas. 

The decisions of the Commission— 
whether to make any alteration or not— 
are to be embodied in Orders. When 
once an Order has ‘become effective, no 
further action is to be taken as regards 
the area concerned for ten years, unless 
the Commission are satisfied that there 
are substantial changes in population or 
other exceptional circumstances. ‘ 


- TIMBER BUILDING 
MANUFACTURERS 


‘“*A  DESIGNEDLY representative cross- 
section of many interests at present en- 
gaged in ——t H.M. Government and 
a sadly depleted building industry in the 
provision of temporary and the most per- 
manent types of housing on a _ scale 
colossal and quite unprecedented” was 
how the chairman, Mr. Grorce W. GRos- 
VENOR, described a large gathering 
assembled at the Dorchester on April 19, 
on the occasion of the annual luncheon 
of the Timber Building Manufacturers’ 
Association of Great Britain. Mr. Gros- 
venor emphasised that the prefabrication 
industry regarded their effort as supple- 
mentary to that of the traditional build- 
ing industry, and that the demand and 
necessity for speed was such that emer- 
gency measures of many kinds must be 
pe oyed if the problem was to be 
tackled to the satisfaction of the country. 
Any attempt to belittle or preclude assist- 
ance from any worthy source should not 
be countenanced, always provided 
that the total effort was co-ordinated 
under one comprehensive scheme with 
proper safeguards to protect the normal 
interests of the various industries 
involved, 

The guest speakers were Sir Cecil Weir, 
K.B.E., Director-General Stores, Ministry 
of Supply, and Mr. J. L. Baynes, Past 
President, Timber Trade Federation. 
Mr. Duncan Sandys, M.P., sent a 
message which was read by Sir Hugh 
Beaver, M.Inst.C.E., M.1.Chem.E.., 
M.E.I.C., Controller-General, Ministry of 
Works. The company also included Mr. 
Alfred Bossom, M.P., Sir Leslie Boyce, 
M.P., and Mr. Perey Jewson, M.P. 

In his message Mr. Sandys said: “ The 
section of the building industry which 
you represent will have a most im- 
portant part to play in the vast housing 
programme which lies ahead of us. 
Timber has always been one of our most 
important building materials and no 
alternative yet produced is likely to sup- 
plant it. However, we are largely de 
pendent for our supplies of timber upon 
importations from abroad. While the 
war lasts and for some little while after- 
wards, we shall have to reckon with ship- 
ping difficulties and other temporary 
limitations. We must, therefore, for the 
present use our timber resources wisely 
and efficiently. Provided this is done, I 
am confident that the arrangements that 
have been, or are being, made for im- 
portations should be sufficient to meet 
the needs of as large a programme of 
house building as it is possible to under- 
take with the building labour likely to be 
available.” 
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‘| Tradesmen’s Labourers, 1/73. Navvies and General Labourers, 1/6}. 
§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers Tilers’ and Masons receive 2/— per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 


Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 


Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged on eh 5 processes is 1/74 per hour. 
to carry out work other than craft processes, 1/4 per 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


DUMBARTONSHIRE.—Plans to be Prepared 
for 110 houses at Mill-rd., Yoker, for which 
architect is Ronald Bradbury, Housing Dept., 
20, Trongate, Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—Alterations and additions to _ 
carried out at Old Wynd, for Milne & Co., Ltd 
for which the architect is James Reid, 79, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow; alterations and additions 
at Marywood- -8q., for which the architects are 
phenol Baillie & Son, 4, West Regent-st., 
tlasgow. 

MUIRHEAD.—Plans prepared for dining de- 
partment and kitchen at Public school, for 
which the architect is William Watt, Al bert-st., 
Motherwell. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this mumber. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (+) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 


and ress at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 
BUILDING 
MAY 4. 


+*Berks and Oxon Joint Sanatorium.—Con- 
struction of 36-bed Ward Block and 24-bed 
Ward Block and Handicraft Hut. Drawings 
can be seen at office of H. H. Clark (F.), 
Victoria’ House, Queen Victoria-st., Reading, 
or Widnell and Trollope, Quantity” Surveyors, 
wang’ oy gee Broadway, Westminster, 8.W.1. 
~ £5 5s 
York T.C.—Erection %s temporary drawin 
aticn at Guildhall. C. J. Minter, City E. an 


Dep. £1. 
MAY 5. 

Birkenhead T.C.—Conversion of 11, Slatey-rd., 
and 541, Old Chester-rd., into self-contained 
flats. B.E. and §. 

MAY 7. 


+Greenock T.C.—Brick and digger works re- 
quired for erection of 200 cottage-type houses at 
Aushrengte Director of Housing, Municipal- 

~ had 

t Bromwich C.B.—Erection of 4 houses at 
Walsall. rd. B.E. and §. Dep. £1 1s. 
MAY 8. 

Shefheld 1T.C.—Rebuilding 34 non-parlour 
houses at Parson Cross and Shirecliffe estates. 
W. G. Davies, City A. Dep. £2 


MAY 9. 

Cumberland C.C.—Improvements at Bewcastle 
Park school. J. H. Haughan, County A., 4; 
Alfred-st. North, Carlisle. 

Dewsbury T.C.—Erection- of 
Boro’ A., and Buildings S§. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 


MAY 2. 

Rugby T.C.—Contract A: Internal decoration 
of 56 houses, Croop Hill (1919) estate. Contract 
B: External decoration of 76 houses, Whinfield 
estate. Contract C: External decoration of 26 
houses, Bilton estate. Contract D: External 
decoration of 34 houses, Hillmorton, No. 1 
(1919) estate. B.E. and S 


sub-stations. 


MAY 5. _ 
ones E.C.—External painting of schools. 
City A. 


MAY 14. 
Mitford and Launditch R.D.C.—Painting 132 
houses. . J. Barton, €., Guildhall, East 
Dereham. 


*Southport C.B.—Painting various structures 
in parks and recreation grounds. B.E. Dep. 
1 Is. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MAY 2. 
$ Banstead U.D.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 


Harrow U.D.C.—Construction of meade and 
sewers, Paynes-la. i he Dep. 


Atherton U.D.C. Genbiakion of roads and 
sewers. S. 
*Bristol 


T.C.—Site works for erection of 
temporary houses. £2. 


City A. Dep. 
MAY 10. 

*Sturminster R.D.C.—Construction and main- 
tenance of approx. 850 yds. of 7 in. and 9 in. 
dia. stoneware and cast-iron sewers, etc., at 
Rixon, Sturminster Newton. Lemon and 
Blizard, Consulting E., Castle-la., Southampton. 
Dep. £2 2s. 4 

11. 


MAY 
Solihull U.D.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
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¥ 12. 
Doncaster ©.8.—Construction of roads and 
tah tempaaaty housing site No. 2. Estates 


Flint. 8.0.—Providing : 6 about 
uu 


300 yds. 5 in. dia. and yds. 4 in. dia. 
cast-iron pipes, etc, Williams and Clarke, 
5 and 6, Godstall-chrs., Chester. 

MAY 14. 


Beckenham T.C.—Construction of — and 
sewers at Beck-la. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2. 

Long Eaton Ui.0.6._-Construction a ‘roads 
we yy" Contract No. 1. H. Raven, E. 
e 

Wrexham T.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. J. M. Davies, B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 15. 
Gt. Yarmouth C.B.—Construction of roads 
and sewers at Shrublands estate. B.E. 
Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—Construction of roads 
and sewers. City E. and 8. Dep. £3 in 
Treasury notes. 


Y 17. 
Crewe T.C. yt ae of roads and sewers. 
E. and S. Dep. £2 


ie 3. 

*Newtown and laniiwohaiarn U.D.C.—Con- 
struction of roads and sewers off Dolfor-rd., 
Newtown. J. Brian Cooper (E), athe Corpora- 
tion-st., Birmingham 4. Dep. £ 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


MAY 3. 

Hampshire C.C.—County Architect for County 
of Southam ae £1,000 p.a., plus £59 16s. cost 
of — allowance. A plication forms from 
F. V. Barber, C. of = he Castle, Winchester. 


AY 4. 
E. ot Aecisteiih 


*Eastbourne Master _ for 
Building Subjects. Headmaster, Junior Tech- 
nical Bchool and Evening Institute, “The 


Grange,” St. Anne’s-rd., Eastbourne. 
MAY 65. 

*East Sussex C.C.—(a) Head of the Depart- 
ment. (b) Assistant Master at Lewes and 
Bexhill Junior Technical Schools in Building. 
Application forms from J. H. Baines, D. of E., 
County Hall, Lewes. 


MAY 7. 

*Middlesex E.C.—Full-time Assistant Master 
to teach Technical Drawing and Building Con- 
struction. Forms from Principal, Tottenham 
Technical College, coer = Tottenham, N.17. 


MA 
*Hunts C.C.—Two Arehitectural Assistants. 
T. H. Longstaff (F.), County A., Walden House, 
Huntingdon. 


MAY 9. 

*Birkenhead T.C.—Architectural Assistants. 
Candidates should. be.A.R.I.B.A. or equivalent. 
£434 16s. p.a. Write, quoting EA1166XA, to 
Ministry of Labour and National Service, 
Appointments Dept., Central (T. and S.) Regis- 
ter, Room 5/17, Sardinia- st., Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, for necessary ge 

*Malden and Coombe T.C.—(1) Senior En- 
gineering Assistant, A.M.I.C.E. and A.M.I.M.& 


Cy.E. preferred. 2350 p.a., plus £50 bonus, 
Ref. E.1490XA; (2) Engineering Assistant, 
A.M.I.M.&Cy.E. £300 p.a., plus £50 bonus. 
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Ref. E.1491XA; (3) Senior Surveying Assistant. 
P.A.S.I. (Bldg.) or A.K.LB.A. preferred. £350 
.a., Plus £50 bonus. Ref. EA.1347XA; 4) 
Rootes Architectural Assistant, A.R.I.B.A. 
ferred. £350 p.a., bonus £50. Ref. EA.1348) i 
Write, quotin ref. numbers, to Ministry of 
Labour and National Service, Appointments 
Dept., Central | T. and S.) Register, Room 5/17, 
Sardinia-st. ingsway, London, W.C.2, for 
ey forms. 

lop C. C.—Architectural Assistants. A. G. 
chant (F.), County A., 5, mz Shrewsbury. 


MAY 1 

*Poole ©.B.—Architecturat” Assistant. (Candi- 
dates must have been born before 1923. £360- 
£15-£450 p.a. Write, quoting EA.1387XA, to 
Ministry of Labour and National Service, 
Central (T. and S§S.) Register, 5/17, 
Sardinia-st., Kingsway, ondon, for 
application "form. 


MAY 11. 

*Deal T.C. — Architectural Assistant 
(A.R.LB.A. or equivalent). £400 p.a., plus 
bonus. Write, quoting EA.1135XA, to wf 
of Labour and National Service, Central (T 
and §&) Register, Room 5/17, Sardinia-st., 
Kingsway, -_ W.C.2, for T  iation form. 

*Hailsham R&.D.C. —(a) Permanent Senior 
Engineering a. £365-215-2£410 p.a., plus 
£59 16s. bonus. Ref. E.1535XA-; (b) Temporary 
Junior Engineering Assistant. £200-£15-£245 
p.a., plus £59 16s. bonus. Ref. E.1536XA. 
Write, quoting ref. number, to Ministry of 
Labour and National Service, Central (T. and 
8S.) Register, Room 5/17, Sardinia- st., Kings- 
way, London, W.0.2, for application form. 

*Norfolk E.c.—Temporary Assistant Archi- 
tect (A.R.1.B.A. *, equivalent). £600 p.a., plus 
£59 16s. bonus. > dnoting 2 EA.1307 XA, to 
Ministry of SL abour and» National” Service, 
Central (T. and §.) Register, Room 5/17, 
Sardinia-st., Kingsway, London, W.C.2, for 
applic ation form, 

*Southampton 6.8.—Temporary Assistants. 
County A., The Castle, Winchester. 


Room 
W.C.2, 


MAY 14. 
Housing Committee. 


*Manchester — (a) 
Assistant Architects. £400-2£450 p.a.; (b) 
Assistant Quantity Survegors. £400-£450 p.a. 
Bonus £59 T6s ughes (F.); Director 
of Housing, own Hall (two references 


required). 
NO DATE. 

*Birkenhead C.B.—Temporary Clerk of Works. 
£8 p.w. Applications in writing, forwarding 
covlte of three recent testimonials and quoting 

Ref. No. 78, to Ministry of Labour and Natiqnal 
Service, Appointments Office, Cotton Exchange, 
Bixteth- st., Liverpool. 

*Notts ©.C.—(a) Architectural Assistants. 
£350-£450 p.a., plus £49 8s. bonus; (b) Quantity 
Surveyors. £270-£350 p.a., plus £49 8s. bonus. 
Forms from County A., Shire Hall, Nottingham. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


_ Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. ppecoved Rises for addi- 
tions at Avoncroft College, Stoke Prior, tor 
Fircroft Trust.—Worcestershire E.C. propose 
school at The Lickey. 

Manchester.—T.C. — aay 1 school 
and nursery, Lower Crumpsall Isaacs, 
architect, 136, Middleton-rd., Higher Tae 

Oldham. —Royal Infirmary Board, West ge 
st., propose infirmary, at £400,000.—T.C. 
pose adaptation of premises at Werneth 
rd., for midwives’ hostel, 
Child Welfare Committee. 


all. 
for Maternity and 


Rochdale.—E.C. propose Hi = school for 
Boys at Balderstone and Modern school at 
Pits Farm. 


Warrington.—T.C. approved plans for munici- 
pal office accommodation, at £196,000. 

Wigan.—E.C. propose erection of two new 
Secondary schools at Pemberton. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

9 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Bromsgrove.—External painting of 131 houses 
at Dragoon Fields, ie © and Eachway 
Housing sites, for U.D.C. W. Goodman, &. : 
*H. L. Wilton, Ednall-la., Theme £957. 

Consett. —Completion of 18 two-story houses 
and 12 — at Delves-la., for 
J. J. ringham, architect, Derwent-st., 
—— a RR Williamson, Rowlands Gill, 
Co. Durham, £16,444; C. T. C., Ltd., Blackhill, 
Co. Durham, £16,598; L. W. Evans, Ltd., Sun- 
derland, £16,660. 

Lancashire.—Building: *H. & J. R. Bradshaw, 
Hill-la., Blackley, Manchester 9; building: 
* Ashton Smethurst, Ltd., Suffield-st., Middle- 
ton, nr. Manchester. 

Lancashire.—Works for E.C. A. T. Nichol- 
o. (F.), County A., County-bidgs., Fishergate- 
hill, Preston. Iterations for dining centre at 
White Coppice C. of E. school: *Baxendale- 


Bros. (Chorley), Ltd., Victoria Saw Mills, 
Chorley ; Horwich Lord-st. school: *J. J. 
Ware & Co., Ltd., Horwich, nr. Bolton; West— 
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dale-rd., Koyton, nr.’ Oldham; Whiston 
Central school: *8. & A. Taylor, Ltd., Ackers- 
st., Prescot, nr. Liverpool. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week ended April 21 :— 

General maintenance work: G. & J. Seddon, 
Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. Bolton, Lancs; 
Lawrence & Son, Ltd., London, E.C.2; J. F. 
Booth & Son, Banbury, Oxon; West Sussex 
General Builders, Chichester. 

Surfacing work: Anglo-American Asphalt Co., 


houghton school: *G. I. Beech, 20; Manchester- 
rd. West, Little Hulton, nr. Bolton; Crompton 
Shaw C. of E. school: *F. Morrison, 59, Roch- 


== 








Ltd., Bath, Somerset. 
Tree-felling work: A. Theaker, Newport, 
Linco!n. i 
Paving work: Clifford Lewis, Leamington 


Spa. 
Painting work: P.C.S., Ltd., London, S8.W.1. 
{London (Ministry of Works).—Contracts 
placed by M.O.W. during week ending April 


UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


5,000 


19:—~ 

Durham: Building, Geo. Graydon & Son, 
North-rd., Durham. 

Gloucester: Building, W. G. Fisher & Sons 
(Bristol), Ltd., Park-pl., Clifton, Bristol. 

Kent: Building, F. Parham, Ltd., Eva-rd., 
Gillingham, Kent. 

Lanarkshire: Building, W. & J. R. Watson, 
Ltd., 81, King-st., Edinburgh. 

Lancs: Building, Richard Costain, Ltd.; 
Dolphin-sg., London, 8.W.1. 

Staffs: Building, G. Ward (Moxleys), Ltd., 
Baggots Bridge, Darlaston, Staffs. 
Warwickshire: Building, Kent & Sussex Con- 
tractors, Ltd., 10, Carlton-rd., Erith, Kent. 
Yorks: Building, T. Wilkinson & Sons 
(Bldrs.), Ltd., Midhill-rd., Sheffield 2. 

§London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended April 
4:— 


Northumberland : Miscellaneous work, 
Stephen Fenwick & Co., Newcastle-upon-Tyne 4. 
orks: Building work, Quibell & Son, Ltd., 
Hull; miscellaneous work, J. T. Tarran & Son, 
Ltd., Hutton Rudby, Yorks. 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 


Notts: Miscellaneous work, W. Westerman, 
Chilwell, Notts. 
Staffs: Hutting (erection), Greenly Bros., 


Wolverhampton. 

Worcs: Miscellaneous work, W. Norman & 
Son, Ltd., Birmingham 4. 

Surrey: Miscellaneous work, P. L. Clear & 
Son, Dorking. 

Sussex: Miscellaneous work, T. J. Braybon 
& Son, Ltd., Brighton 1, Sussex. 

Manchester.—Works extensions, for G. 
Garner & Sons, Ltd.: *Thompson & Brierley, 
Ltd., Union Saw Mills, Boundary-st., Bury; 
research laboratory at. Blackley: *Russell 
Building & Contracting Co.; Ltd., 165, Plymouth- 
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gr., Chorlton-upon-Medlock, Manchester 13; 
additions” to” foundry and works extensions, 
Newton Heath: *J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., 
Pendlebury-rd., Swinton, Manchester. 

Neweastie-on-Tyne. — For extensions to 
factory, for Harding & Co.: *Curry Bros., 
Meldon-st., Newcastle; extensions for I. A. 
Hodgson & Co., Ltd.: *Alex Anderson (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Stanmore-rd., Newcastle. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Construction of roads and 
sewers, etc., at Albany-rd., for T.C. G. Cowan, 
B.E.: *D. & J. Crombie & Co.,’ Sunderland, 
£22,964. 

Westhoughton.— Erection of central kitchen at 
Senior Girls’ school, for E.C. A. T. Nicholson 
(F.), County Offices, Fishergate-hill, Preston: 
*Brew Bros., Moss-la., Cadishead, nr. Man- 
chester, £3,455. 

Worcester.—Laying drains, foul sewers, con- 
struction of roads and preparation of sites for 
erection of houses for Worcester group of local 
authorities. H. A. Mackrill, City S., Guildhall: 
*Wilson Lovatt & Son, Ltd., Clarence-st., 
Wolverhampton, £123,595. 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 




















SAMUEL 
GRATRIX 


LIMITED 


For all BUILDERS’, PLUMBERS’ 
and ELECTRICIANS’ SUPPLIES 





LONDON : EUS. 6177 

3/4, University St., Tottenham Ct. Rd., W.C.1 
GLASGOW : 

126, W. Regent Street, C.2 City 7255 


LEEDS (E. J. Leedle Ltd.) : 


34, Hunslet Lane, Leeds 10 Leeds 24554 
MANCHESTER (Head Office) : 
Quay St., Manchester 3 8LA4 660: 











Boyle’s .. arm, Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 


Veatilat.ag Eagin.e 3. .m rgeacy Agcress: 34 MGM. ARMY 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY, Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 


































_, reinstate your war damaged 
premises, warehouse, factoryor 
house, the work to be put.in hand 


en peace comes. “Phone WAT. 5474. 


ee aL eee 


Station Works-Kinc JAMES ST.,S.E./. (WAT.5474) 

















GALBRAITH 


ae BROTHERS LIMITED 
NTS the total 
Lee number of properties BUILDERS 
“we have restored.Let us CONTRACTORS 


& ENGINEERS 
CAMBERWELL 


34.& 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel.: CHAncery 7901-3 
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